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This beautiful catalogue provides a comprehensive history of pietre dure, a

virtuoso form of hardstone carving that reached an artistic peak in Italy in the

16th century and subsequently spread throughout Europe.

 

The demanding practice of pietre dure, first used in ancient times, enjoyed a

spectacular revival in the Renaissance and Baroque periods. By artistic cutting,

semiprecious stones—agate, lapis lazuli, chalcedony, and other colorful

hardstones—were fashioned into extravagantly designed luxury objects such as

table tops, wall panels, cabinets, and ornate display vessels. Both as objects of

desire and as diplomatic gifts, these precious creations captivated the affluent

societies of Europe. Art of the Royal Court presents 150 masterpieces of pietre

dure, many of which are further embellished with gold and silver mounts or

decorated with exotic woods and other coveted materials. 
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Editorial Review

Review

"The catalogue, in its attention to detail, is a major advancement in the subject. Pietre dure are studied
mainly in Europe and not much attention has been devoted to them in the United States...Thus it is the first
time some of these pieces have been given any serious scholarship in English...The catalogue is a superbe
effort to explain a complex subject."--Rachael Goldman, Sixteenth Century Journal
(Rachael Goldman Sixteenth Century Journal)

About the Author

Annamaria Giusti is Chief Curator at the Opificio delle Pietre Dure e Laboratori di Restauro, Florence.

Wolfram Koeppe is curator in the Department of European Sculpture and Decorative Arts at The

Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the
Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) as your daily resource information.

Jose Said:

This book untitled Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe
(Metropolitan Museum of Art) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Wm Mills:

Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art)
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this



reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
delight arrangement in writing Art of the Royal Court: Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe
(Metropolitan Museum of Art) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Darren Reid:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Art of the Royal Court:
Treasures in Pietre Dure from the Palaces of Europe (Metropolitan Museum of Art) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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