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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Just what sort of book is Flaubert's Parrot, anyway? A literary biography of 19th-century French novelist,
radical, and intellectual impresario Gustave Flaubert? A meditation on the uses and misuses of language? A
novel of obsession, denial, irritation, and underhanded connivery? A thriller complete with disguises,
sleuthing, mysterious meetings, and unknowing targets? An extended essay on the nature of fiction itself?

On the surface, at first, Julian Barnes's book is the tale of an elderly English doctor's search for some
intriguing details of Flaubert's life. Geoffrey Braithwaite seems to be involved in an attempt to establish
whether a particularly fine, lovely, and ancient stuffed parrot isin fact one originally "borrowed by G.
Flaubert from the Museum of Rouen and placed on his worktable during the writing of Un coeur simple,
whereit is called Loulou, the parrot of Felicité, the principal character of the tale."

What begins as adroll and intriguing excursion into the minutiae of Flaubert's life and intellect, along with
an attempt to solve the small puzzle of the parrot--or rather parrots, for there are two competing for the title
of Gustave's avian confrere--soon devolves into something obscure and worrisome, the exploration of an
arcane Braithwaite obsession that is perhaps even pathological. The first hint we have that all isnot asit
seems comes almost halfway into the book, when after a humorously cantankerous account of the
inadequacies of literary critics, Braithwaite closes a chapter by saying, "Now do you understand why | hate
critics? | could try and describe to you the expression in my eyes at this moment; but they are far too
discoloured with rage." And from that point, things just get more and more curious, until they end in the
most unexpected bang.

One passage perhaps best describes the overall effect of this extraordinary story: "Y ou can defineanet in
one of two ways, depending on your point of view. Normally, you would say that it is a meshed instrument
designed to catch fish. But you could, with no great injury to logic, reverse the image and define the net asa
jocular lexicographer once did: he called it a collection of holestied together with string." Julian Barnes
demonstratesthat it is possible to catch quite an interesting fish no matter how you define the net. --Andrew
Himes

Review

"Delightful and enriching... A book to revel in" -- Joseph Heller "A gem: an unashamed literary novel that is
also unashamed to be readable, and broadly entertaining. Bravo!" -- John Irving "Endless food for thought,

beautifully written... A tour de force" -- Germaine Greer "Unputdownable... A mesmeric origina" -- Philip
Larkin "A wry and graceful book... Unfailingly sharp and often very funny" Sunday Times

From the Inside Flap
A kind of detective story, relating a cranky amateur scholar's search for the truth about Gustave Flaubert, and
the obsession of this detective whose life seemsto oddly mirror those of Flaubert's characters.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sheila Lefevre:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like



looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Flaubert's Parrot. Try to face the book Flaubert's Parrot as your friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Ernie Fleishman:

The e-book with title Flaubert's Parrot posesses alot of information that you can study it. You can get alot of
gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of theworld. This particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

India Oakley:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of
book Flaubert's Parrot. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.

TessaKrieger:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By the book Flaubert's Parrot we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people?
To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Flaubert's Parrot. Y ou can more appealing than
now.
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