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"He had become the dandy of the unpredictable."

A quest for new sensations--and an avowed desire to shock--possessed the
Decadent writers of fin-de-siècle Paris. Indeed, the years 1880-1900 saw an
extraordinary, hothouse flowering of talent, that produced some of the most
exotic, stylized, and cerebral literature in the French language. Death and Eros
haunt these pages, and a polymorphous perversity by turns hilarious and
horrifying. Their stories teem with addicts, maniacs, and murderers as they strive
to outdo each other.

This marvelous selection by Stephen Romer-whose translations brilliantly
capture the stylish wit and black humor of the originals--brings together 36 of the
best decadent tales from the French fin-de-siècle, including work by well-known
writers such as Maupassant, Lorrain, Mirbeau, and Villiers as well as lesser
known figures such as Léon Bloy, Jean Richepin, and the Belgian Georges
Rodenbach. Romer's engaging introduction provides a full context for the stories,
underscoring the principal literary, philosophical, scientific, and political trends
of the time, which fed into their authors' loathing of the modern world, and the
discovery of the Unconscious.

The book also includes biographical notes on the authors and explanatory notes
to clarify cultural references, plus a chronology of the key publications and main
events of the period.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] beautifully translated anthology Graham Robb, TLS

About the Author

Stephen Romer is a specialist of French and British Modernism. He has published four collections of
poetry, the most recent of which, Yellow Studio (Carcanet/Oxford Poets, 2008) was shortlisted for the T. S.
Eliot prizze. He has edited and co-translated Twentieth-Century French Poems (Faber, 2002), and has served
as judge for the Tower poetry prize, the Popescu Prize for European Translation, and the Geoffrey Faber
Memorial Prize. He reviews regularly for the Guardian and the TLS.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will want this French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics).

Melissa Parra:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of French Decadent Tales (Oxford
World's Classics) to read.

Sergio Espinoza:

The reason why? Because this French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book



will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Travis Pope:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking French Decadent Tales (Oxford
World's Classics) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you may pick French Decadent Tales (Oxford World's Classics) become
your own starter.
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