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A powerful exploration of how economic thinking has infiltrated every
aspect of modern life, even our understanding of who we are and what it
means to be a person.
     Economics is the academic success story of the 20th century, a potent force
not just in markets and government, but in our everyday lives. It affects our
decisions as consumers, of course, but also our education, our health, our social
lives and our family relationships. In his trenchant book, Philip Roscoe argues
that the justifications of economics allow us to set aside social or moral
obligations and to act instead within a limited, short-term definition of self-
interest. This attitude, and these justifications, are responsible for the gravest
problems we face, from global financial meltdown to environmental threat. I
Spend Therefore I Am shows how our daily activities, our values, and even our
understanding of what it is to be a person have been changed for the worse by
economics, a discipline, he writes, "at war with the goods of life."
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     Economics is the academic success story of the 20th century, a potent force not just in markets and
government, but in our everyday lives. It affects our decisions as consumers, of course, but also our
education, our health, our social lives and our family relationships. In his trenchant book, Philip Roscoe
argues that the justifications of economics allow us to set aside social or moral obligations and to act instead
within a limited, short-term definition of self-interest. This attitude, and these justifications, are responsible
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Editorial Review

Review
“In a world where people talk about ‘The Market’ as if it were an immutable entity separate from us—the
great big calculator in the sky—rather than a human creation carefully and consistently manipulated by
individuals, Philip Roscoe’s new book is sweet, rational relief. Full of fascinating stories and detailed
research, it argues compellingly that an economic model based on self interest impoverishes us all. Not only
has such efficiency economics left out a huge segment of the population and devastated the planet, those who
have achieved wealth and status aren’t even happy. Roscoe makes a powerful case for a new, hopeful,
grassroots economics that puts human flourishing ahead of efficiency, personal relationships ahead of
personal gain.”
—Nick Saul & Andrea Curtis, authors of The Stop: How the Fight for Good Food Transformed a
Community and Inspired a Movement 
 
“Philip Roscoe shows us the latest stage in our evolution: behold Homo Oeconomicus, Economic Man.  I
Spend Therefore I Am is a chilling dissection of our current state as consumers, a frightening, perceptive, and
ultimately hopeful book that should be required reading for mankind.”
—Don Gillmor, author of Mount Pleasant
 
“Deploying an impressive range of philosophical reflections, economic theories, and detailed empirical
studies, this important book reveals how dominant economic theory casts people as calculating individuals
focused only on material gains and consumption, rather than members of communities with diverse roles and
values. Through this, the book forces us to confront the big question: what kind of world do we want to live
in? Very thoughtful and thought-provoking.”
—Ha-Joon Chang, author of 23 Things They Don't Tell You About Capitalism

About the Author
PHILIP ROSCOE is a reader (associate professor) in Management at the School of Management, University
of St. Andrews, in Scotland. He holds a PhD in Management from Lancaster University; his research has
examined online dating, organ transplantation, private investors and alternative currencies. Before becoming
an academic, he worked as a financial journalist and entrepreneur for six years, after completing undergrad
and post-grad studies in theology in Leeds and medieval Arabic thought at Oxford. He was one of the 10
winners of BBC Radio 3's 2011 competition to discover the "public intellectuals of the future." The author
lives in St Andrews, Fife, Scotland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilbert Westerfield:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities



will not happen throughout you if you take I Spend Therefore I Am: How Economics Has Changed the Way
We Think and Feel as the daily resource information.

Virginia Benoit:

Beside this I Spend Therefore I Am: How Economics Has Changed the Way We Think and Feel in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have I Spend Therefore I Am: How Economics
Has Changed the Way We Think and Feel because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Adela Valenti:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This I Spend Therefore I Am: How Economics Has Changed
the Way We Think and Feel can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you
have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have I
Spend Therefore I Am: How Economics Has Changed the Way We Think and Feel.

Christopher Wilkerson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this I Spend Therefore I Am: How Economics Has Changed the Way We Think
and Feel can make you feel more interested to read.
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