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Offering a concise, entertaining snapshot of Japanese society, Manners and
Mischief examines etiquette guides, advice literature, and other such instruction
for behavior from the early modern period to the present day and discovers how
manners do in fact make the nation. Eleven accessibly written essays consider a
spectrum of cases, from the geisha party to gay bar cool, executive grooming,
and good manners for subway travel. Together, they show that etiquette is much
more than fussy rules for behavior. In fact the idiom of manners, packaged in
conduct literature, reveals much about gender and class difference, notions of
national identity, the dynamics of subversion and conformity, and more. This
richly detailed work reveals how manners give meaning to everyday life and
extraordinary occasions, and how they can illuminate larger social and cultural
transformations.
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Editorial Review

Review

“With Manners and Mischief, as with their previous work, Bardsley and Miller demonstrate what
commitment to serious fun can look like.”
(Christine R. Yano Monumenta Nipponica 2011-06-01)

“Manners and Mischief disdains frivolity and stands firm as an academic text for students serious about
extending their anthropological knowledge of Japan.”
(Kris Kosaka Japan Times 2011-07-10)

From the Inside Flap

"Manners and Mischief is a cohesive, stimulating volume. Reading these essays and the editors' enlightening
introduction was a joy: I learned a great deal, smiled and laughed with uncommon regularity, and marveled
at the quality of this remarkable collection." -William M. Tsutsui, author of Godzilla on My Mind

"This book is full of fascinating insights. Well-written and often witty, it captures a detailed snapshot of
Japanese society in the early 21st century. I would say this is the most insightful book on modern Japan I
have read in years." -Liza Dalby, anthropologist and novelist

About the Author

Jan Bardsley, Associate Professor of Japanese Humanities at The University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, is the author of The Bluestockings of Japan: New Women Essays and Fiction from Seito, 1911–1916.
Laura Miller, Eiichi Shibusawa-Seigo Arai Professor of Japanese Studies and Professor of Anthropology at
the University of Missouri-St. Louis, is the author of Beauty Up: Exploring Contemporary Japanese Body
Aesthetics. Bardsley and Miller coedited Bad Girls of Japan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Manners and Mischief: Gender,
Power, and Etiquette in Japan book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Elizabeth Parker:

The reserve untitled Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan is the e-book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Manners and Mischief: Gender,
Power, and Etiquette in Japan from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Myra Lopez:

The particular book Manners and Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Marlin Peterson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Manners and
Mischief: Gender, Power, and Etiquette in Japan.
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