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Renowned mystery author Arthur Conan Doyle and famous illusionist Harry
Houdini first met in 1920, during the magician's tour of England. At the time,
Conan Doyle had given up his lucrative writing career, killing off Sherlock
Holmes in the process, in order to concentrate on his increasingly manic interest
in Spiritualism. Houdini, who regularly conducted séances in an attempt to reach
his late mother, was also infatuated with the idea of what he called a "living
afterlife," though his enthusiasm came to be tempered by his ability to expose
fraudulent mediums, many of whom employed crude variations of his own well-
known illusions. Using previously unpublished material on the murky
relationship between Houdini and Conan Doyle, this sometimes macabre,
sometimes comic tale tells the fascinating story of the relationship between two
of the most loved figures of the 20th century and their pursuit of magic and lost
loved ones.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Absorbing and prodigiously researched… Houdini's and Conan Doyle's life stories, together and separately,
have been told before, but Masters of Mystery is a worthy addition to the long shelf of existing work about
these remarkable men.” ?Seattle Times

“Veteran celebrity biographer Sandford brings together two fierce yet mutually respectful antagonists on the
subject of spiritualism…A fascinating account of an unlikely relationship.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“Rivetingly chronicles the eternal persistence of humbug, chicanery and that inextinguishable human trait we
call 'hope.'” ?Arthur Magida, author of The Nazi Séance

“A must read… a fascinating insight into Houdini's daily life and his unique relationship with Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle… provided a great amount of new relevant historical facts and details that have been
heretofore hidden from Houdini followers… Sandford's reverse engineering of Houdini's thought process
makes the reader feel they are in the company of the Houdini and his contemporaries… I couldn't put the
book down.” ?Geno Munari, President, Houdini Picture Corporation, Houdini, Houdini Magic.

About the Author

Christopher Sandford has published acclaimed biographies of Kurt Cobain, Steve McQueen, Eric Clapton,
Mick Jagger, David Bowie, Paul McCartney, Keith Richards, Bruce Springsteen and Roman Polanski. He
has worked as a film and music writer and reviewer for over twenty years, and frequently contributes to
newspapers and magazines on both sides of the Atlantic. Rolling Stone has called him "the pre-eminent
author in his field today." Sandford divides his time between Seattle and London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important normally. The book Masters of Mystery: The Strange Friendship of Arthur
Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Masters of Mystery: The Strange
Friendship of Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini is not only giving you much more new information
but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship using the book Masters of Mystery: The Strange Friendship of Arthur Conan Doyle
and Harry Houdini. You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.



Marlene Childs:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Masters of Mystery: The Strange Friendship of Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini, you may
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a guide.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Masters of Mystery: The Strange Friendship of Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Masters of Mystery: The Strange Friendship of
Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini.
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