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'Power and Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation' addresses the interpretive
challenges now facing much biblical interpretation. Incorporating the
methodologies of poststructuralism, postcolonialism, and liberation theology, the
study presents a possible methodology which integrates scholarly and vernacular
hermeneutics. The approach is based on the theories of Edward Said, adapting his
concept of contrapuntal reading to the interpretation of 'Job'. The book sets this
study in the broader context of a survey of current work in the field. The analysis
of 'Job' examines the possibilities for dialogue between those interpretations that
view suffering as a key theme in the book and those that do not. Interpretations of
the 'Book of Job' are then compared to the psychology of suffering as
experienced in various contexts today. The conclusion argues for pedagogical
reform based upon the ethical and interpretive insights of contrapuntal
hermeneutics.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This book is a breath of fresh air. Nelson does the important work of contrapuntally engaging the many
vernacular and academic readings of the book of Job in the two-thirds world. It is an immensely valuable
resource for understanding how the suffering of Job speaks to oppression and suffering in a global context.' -
-Erin Runions, Associate Professor, Department of Religious Studies, Pomona College, Claremont,
California

'A fascinating and illuminating account of how Said s idea of contrapuntal reading works with biblical texts.
Combining rigorous theoretical analysis with striking practical examples, the book offers innovative
strategies where mainstream and marginal reading practices can work productively in globalized
interpretative contexts. This timely and challenging work will certainly change the way one thinks about
biblical interpretation.' --R.S.Sugirtharajah, University of Birmingham, UK

'Power and Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation offers us Said s contrapuntal mode of re-reading as a
resource with which to include dissenting voices in the dominant discourses with the aim of decentring the
dominant and it shows us what this mode of reading might accomplish.' --Gerald West, University of
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

Power and Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation is, for various reasons, a valuable book. First of all, it
offers a good introduction to the work of Edward Said and the notion of contrapuntal hermeneutics, as well
as to the functioning of this approach. I could well imagine that students from a variety of disciplines --
transcending biblical studies as such -- could benefit from reading this study in the context of their
explorations in critical theory and hermeneutics. Also, the book is valuable because it brings together and
takes seriously a very broad range of interpretations of one key biblical text, which raises the reader s
awareness of the broad reception of Scripture and the productivity of canonical texts. --Peter-Ben Smit,
Review of Biblical Literature (2014)

'Power and Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation offers us Said s contrapuntal mode of re-reading as a
resource with which to include dissenting voices in the dominant discourses with the aim of decentring the
dominant and it shows us what this mode of reading might accomplish.' --Gerald West, University of
KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

About the Author

Alissa Jones Nelson completed her doctorate at the University of St Andrews in 2009. Her recent
publications focus on the intersections of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament and contemporary socio-political
issues such as globalization, pedagogy and sexuality as well as the use of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament in
popular culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Edward Peterson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Power and Responsibility in Biblical
Interpretation: Reading the Book of Job with Edward Said (BibleWorld) book as basic and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Lauren Joseph:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Power and Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation: Reading the Book of Job with Edward Said
(BibleWorld) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Power and
Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation: Reading the Book of Job with Edward Said (BibleWorld) giving
you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life
within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Gaye Lewis:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Power and Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation: Reading the Book of Job with
Edward Said (BibleWorld) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book that you wanted.

Nancy Sherman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Power and Responsibility in Biblical Interpretation: Reading the Book of Job with Edward Said
(BibleWorld) when you desired it?
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