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In the summer of 1968 Peter Matthiessen met Cesar Chavez for the first time.
They were the same age: forty-one. Matthiessen lived in New York City, while
Chavez lived in the Central Valley farm town of Delano, where the grape strike
was unfolding. This book is Matthiessen’s panoramic yet finely detailed account
of the three years he spent working and traveling with Chavez, including to Sal
Si Puedes, the San Jose barrio where Chavez began his organizing. Matthiessen
provides a candid look into the many sides of this enigmatic and charismatic
leader who lived by the laws of nonviolence.

Sal Si Puedes is less reportage than living history. In its pages a whole era comes
alive: the Chicano, Black Power, and antiwar movements; the browning of the
labor movement; Chavez’s fasts; the nationwide boycott of California grapes.
When Chavez died in 1993, tens of thousands gathered at his funeral. It was a
clear sign of how beloved he was and how important his life had been.

A new foreword by Marc Grossman considers the significance of Chavez’s
legacy for our time. As well as serving as an indispensable guide to the 1960s,
this book rejuvenates the extraordinary vitality of Chavez’s life and spirit, giving
his message a renewed and much-needed urgency.
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In the summer of 1968 Peter Matthiessen met Cesar Chavez for the first time. They were the same age:
forty-one. Matthiessen lived in New York City, while Chavez lived in the Central Valley farm town of
Delano, where the grape strike was unfolding. This book is Matthiessen’s panoramic yet finely detailed
account of the three years he spent working and traveling with Chavez, including to Sal Si Puedes, the San
Jose barrio where Chavez began his organizing. Matthiessen provides a candid look into the many sides of
this enigmatic and charismatic leader who lived by the laws of nonviolence.

Sal Si Puedes is less reportage than living history. In its pages a whole era comes alive: the Chicano, Black
Power, and antiwar movements; the browning of the labor movement; Chavez’s fasts; the nationwide boycott
of California grapes. When Chavez died in 1993, tens of thousands gathered at his funeral. It was a clear sign
of how beloved he was and how important his life had been.

A new foreword by Marc Grossman considers the significance of Chavez’s legacy for our time. As well as
serving as an indispensable guide to the 1960s, this book rejuvenates the extraordinary vitality of Chavez’s
life and spirit, giving his message a renewed and much-needed urgency.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Cesar Chavez . . . is gracefully revealed by Peter Matthiessen as a curiously private public figure who is in
love with people."--"Chicago Tribune"

From the Inside Flap

"Cesar Chavez is gracefully revealed by Peter Matthiessen as a curiously private public figure who is in love
with people."—Chicago Tribune

"Reading this book becomes an act of self-confrontation, for Peter Matthiessen has made it clear that Cesar
Chavez's battle is not only for the agricultural workers but for the redemption of the country. In illuminating
the intactness of this one man, Matthiessen provides a measure for the rest of us."—Nat Hentoff

From the Back Cover
"Reading this book becomes an act of self-confrontation, for Peter Matthiessen has made it clear that Cesar
Chavez's battle is not only for the agricultural workers but for the redemption of the country. In illuminating
the intactness of this one man, Matthiessen provides a measure for the rest of us." (Nat Hentoff)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Hall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Sal Si Puedes (Escape If You Can): Cesar Chavez and the New
American Revolution. Try to face the book Sal Si Puedes (Escape If You Can): Cesar Chavez and the New
American Revolution as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Carol Hamilton:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Sal Si Puedes (Escape If You Can): Cesar Chavez and the New American
Revolution why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.



Kathleen Carroll:

This Sal Si Puedes (Escape If You Can): Cesar Chavez and the New American Revolution is fresh way for
you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Sal Si Puedes (Escape If You Can): Cesar Chavez and the New American Revolution can be the light
food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Amy Terrell:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update
of news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Sal Si Puedes (Escape If You Can): Cesar Chavez and the New American Revolution when
you needed it?
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