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Representational technologies including photography, phonography, and the
cinema have helped define modernity itself. Since the nineteenth century, these
technologies have challenged our trust of sensory perception, given the
ephemeral unprecedented parity with the eternal, and created profound temporal
and spatial displacements. But current approaches to representational and cultural
history often neglect to examine these technologies. James Lastra seeks to
remedy this neglect.

Lastra argues that we are nowhere better able to track the relations between
capital, science, and cultural practice than in photography, phonography, and the
cinema. In particular, he maps the development of sound recording from its
emergence to its confrontation with and integration into the Hollywood film.

Reaching back into the late eighteenth century, to natural philosophy,
stenography, automata, and human physiology, Lastra follows the shifting
relationships between our senses, technology, and representation.
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Representational technologies including photography, phonography, and the cinema have helped define
modernity itself. Since the nineteenth century, these technologies have challenged our trust of sensory
perception, given the ephemeral unprecedented parity with the eternal, and created profound temporal and
spatial displacements. But current approaches to representational and cultural history often neglect to
examine these technologies. James Lastra seeks to remedy this neglect.

Lastra argues that we are nowhere better able to track the relations between capital, science, and cultural
practice than in photography, phonography, and the cinema. In particular, he maps the development of sound
recording from its emergence to its confrontation with and integration into the Hollywood film.

Reaching back into the late eighteenth century, to natural philosophy, stenography, automata, and human
physiology, Lastra follows the shifting relationships between our senses, technology, and representation.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An interesting scholarly account of the rise of early film sound technologies... fascinating in its discussion
of how sound practice, particularly in the accounts of film sound engineers, complicates and grounds sound
theory." -- "Review of Communication"

"An interesting scholarly account of the rise of early film sound technologies... fascinating in its discussion
of how sound practice, particularly in the accounts of film sound engineers, complicates and grounds sound
theory." -- Review of Communication

"An interesting scholarly account of the rise of early film sound technologies... fascinating in its discussion
of how sound practice, particularly in the accounts of film sound engineers, complicates and grounds sound
theory." -- "Review of Communication"

Review

Rigorous, detailed, and compelling.

(Mary Anne Doane, Brown University )

About the Author
James Lastra is associate professor of English at the University of Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dolores Watkins:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Sound Technology and the American Cinema
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Brian Kelley:

The feeling that you get from Sound Technology and the American Cinema could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Sound Technology and the American Cinema giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed



or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Sound Technology and the American
Cinema instantly.

Donald Tuel:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have
read will be Sound Technology and the American Cinema.

Gretchen Clark:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Sound Technology and the
American Cinema is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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