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The rise and widespread acceptance of psychosurgery constitutes one of the most
troubling chapters in the history of modern medicine. By the late 1950s, tens of
thousands of Americans had been lobotomized as treatment for a host of
psychiatric disorders. Though the procedure would later be decried as devastating
and grossly unscientific, many patients, families, and physicians reported
veritable improvement from the surgery; some patients were even considered
cured. The Lobotomy Letters gives an account of why this controversial
procedure was sanctioned by psychiatrists and doctors of modern medicine.
Drawing from original correspondence penned by lobotomy patients and their
families as well as from the professional papers of lobotomy pioneer and
neurologist Walter Freeman, the volume reconstructs how physicians, patients,
and their families viewed lobotomy and analyzes the reasons for its
overwhelming use. Mical Raz, MD/PhD, is a physician and historian of
medicine.
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The rise and widespread acceptance of psychosurgery constitutes one of the most troubling chapters in the
history of modern medicine. By the late 1950s, tens of thousands of Americans had been lobotomized as
treatment for a host of psychiatric disorders. Though the procedure would later be decried as devastating and
grossly unscientific, many patients, families, and physicians reported veritable improvement from the
surgery; some patients were even considered cured. The Lobotomy Letters gives an account of why this
controversial procedure was sanctioned by psychiatrists and doctors of modern medicine. Drawing from
original correspondence penned by lobotomy patients and their families as well as from the professional
papers of lobotomy pioneer and neurologist Walter Freeman, the volume reconstructs how physicians,
patients, and their families viewed lobotomy and analyzes the reasons for its overwhelming use. Mical Raz,
MD/PhD, is a physician and historian of medicine.
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Editorial Review

Review
If you have read Jack Pressman's Last Resort, you may have concluded that you had read all you need to
about the history of lobotomy. Mical Raz's book will make you think again. Through a close and thoughtful
examination of lobotomist Walter Freeman, and especially his relations with patients, Raz has made a major
contribution. BULLETIN OF THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE This volume provides a novel perspective on
Walter Freeman's early training, linking it convincingly to his later professional practices and views.
Highlighting that the efficacy of medical procedures is a complex and to some degree context-bound
business, Raz's work is an important contribution to the history of twentieth-century American psychiatry. --
Andrew Scull, Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Science Studies, University of California, San
Diego

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Lobotomy Letters: The Making of American Psychosurgery
(Rochester Studies in Medical History).

Alexander Ratcliff:

The book The Lobotomy Letters: The Making of American Psychosurgery (Rochester Studies in Medical
History) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading through a book The Lobotomy Letters: The Making of American Psychosurgery
(Rochester Studies in Medical History) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like open and read a book The Lobotomy Letters: The Making of American Psychosurgery (Rochester
Studies in Medical History). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Steve Domingo:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important normally. The book The Lobotomy Letters: The Making of American



Psychosurgery (Rochester Studies in Medical History) ended up being making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The
Lobotomy Letters: The Making of American Psychosurgery (Rochester Studies in Medical History) is not
only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The Lobotomy
Letters: The Making of American Psychosurgery (Rochester Studies in Medical History). You never truly
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Richard McCormick:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely The Lobotomy Letters: The Making of American Psychosurgery
(Rochester Studies in Medical History). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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