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In medieval Baghdad, a penniless man is brought before the most powerful man
in the world, the caliph himself, to tell his story. It begins with a walk in the
bazaar, but soon grows into a tale unlike any other told in the caliph's empire. It's
a story that includes not just buried treasure and a band of thieves, but also men
haunted by their past and others trapped by their future; it includes not just a
beloved wife and a veiled seductress, but also long journeys taken by caravan and
even longer ones taken with a single step. Above all, it's a story about
recognizing the will of Allah and accepting it, no matter what form it takes.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This curious time-travel novella from Hugo-winner Chiang (Stories of Your Life and Others) is a gracefully
told lesson about accepting fate—or, as better suits this medieval Arabian setting, the will of Allah. A
Baghdad merchant discovers an alchemical device that can send a traveler back in time 20 years. Despite the
alchemist's warning that "what is made cannot be unmade," and three illustrative tales about others' attempts
to alter the past, the merchant is determined to return to an earlier time to save his long-dead wife. Half
lyrical Arabian Nights legend and half old school cautionary SF tale, this skillfully written story and its
theme of insurmountable fate may comfort as many readers as it makes uncomfortable. (July)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In the manner of the Arabian Nights, Chiang wraps stories within a story, and all of them interrelate to argue
that "the past and the future are the same." Not that past and future are identical, but that they stay the same
and cannot be altered, even if one could journey back to the former or forward to the latter to change it. In
medieval Baghdad, a merchant obtains an audience with the caliph to apprise him of a merchant-alchemist
who has created doors between past and future. He relays the tales the door maker told him about a rope
maker and a weaver who each ventured through a 20-year-spanning door more than once, and then the tale of
the well-to-do man's wife who did the same—all before he imparts his own time-hopping adventure.
Eventually, interconnections between the four stories surface, and they boggle the mind, more so, perhaps,
than any of the tales of similar effect in Chiang's dazzling Stories of Your Life and Others (2002). Could
fantasy be more intelligently exquisite and, ultimately and surprisingly, morally sound than this? Olson, Ray
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book The
Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jesse Kennedy:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Because start from on guardería until university need that The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate to read.

Chester Hassel:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Merchant and the Alchemist's
Gate is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Jesus Geist:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Merchant and the Alchemist's Gate can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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