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Antoinette Cosway is a Creole heiress - product of an inbred, decadent, expatriate
community - a sensitive girl at once beguiled and repelled by the lush Jamaican
landscape. Soon after her marriage to Rochester rumours of madness in the
Cosway family poison Rochester's mind against her.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In 1966 Jean Rhys reemerged after a long silence with a novel called Wide Sargasso Sea. Rhys had enjoyed
minor literary success in the 1920s and '30s with a series of evocative novels featuring women protagonists
adrift in Europe, verging on poverty, hoping to be saved by men. By the '40s, however, her work was out of
fashion, too sad for a world at war. And Rhys herself was often too sad for the world--she was suicidal,
alcoholic, troubled by a vast loneliness. She was also a great writer, despite her powerful self-destructive
impulses.

Wide Sargasso Sea is the story of Antoinette Cosway, a Creole heiress who grew up in the West Indies on a
decaying plantation. When she comes of age she is married off to an Englishman, and he takes her away
from the only place she has known--a house with a garden where "the paths were overgrown and a smell of
dead flowers mixed with the fresh living smell. Underneath the tree ferns, tall as forest tree ferns, the light
was green. Orchids flourished out of reach or for some reason not to be touched."

The novel is Rhys's answer to Jane Eyre. Charlotte Brontë's book had long haunted her, mostly for the story
it did not tell--that of the madwoman in the attic, Rochester's terrible secret. Antoinette is Rhys's imagining
of that locked-up woman, who in the end burns up the house and herself. Wide Sargasso Sea follows her
voyage into the dark, both from her point of view and Rochester's. It is a voyage charged with soul-
destroying lust. "I watched her die many times," observes the new husband. "In my way, not in hers. In
sunlight, in shadow, by moonlight, by candlelight. In the long afternoons when the house was empty."

Rhys struggled over the book, enduring rejections and revisions, wrestling to bring this ruined woman out of
the ashes. The slim volume was finally published when she was 70 years old. The critical adulation that
followed, she said, "has come too late." Jean Rhys died a few years later, but with Wide Sargasso Sea she
left behind a great legacy, a work of strange, scary loveliness. There has not been a book like it before or
since. Believe me, I've been searching. --Emily White

Review
“A considerable tour de force by any standard… A triumph of atmosphere.” (New York Times Book
Review)

“The distillation of [Rhys's] life and craft… Nowhere is her prose more supple, more assured.” (Sara
Paretsky - “You Must Read This,” NPR)

“Working a stylistic range from moody introspection to formal elegance, Miss Rhys has us traveling under
Antoinette’s skin. It is an eerie and memorable trip.” (The Nation)

From the Publisher
6 1-hour cassettes

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shawn Francis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Wide Sargasso Sea.

Cheryl Estrella:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Wide
Sargasso Sea? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Delmar Stingley:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Wide Sargasso Sea book is readable simply by you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving Wide Sargasso Sea
content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Wide Sargasso Sea
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Daniel Love:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication Wide Sargasso Sea was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading
the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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