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Many reasons can be given for the rise of Christianity in late antiquity and its
flourishing in the medieval world. In asking how Christianity succeeded in
becoming the dominant ideology in the unpromising circumstances of the Roman
Empire, Averil Cameron turns to the development of Christian discourse over the
first to sixth centuries A.D., investigating the discourse's essential characteristics,
its effects on existing forms of communication, and its eventual preeminence.
Scholars of late antiquity and general readers interested in this crucial historical
period will be intrigued by her exploration of these influential changes in modes
of communication.

The emphasis that Christians placed on language—writing, talking, and
preaching—made possible the formation of a powerful and indeed a totalizing
discourse, argues the author. Christian discourse was sufficiently flexible to be
used as a public and political instrument, yet at the same time to be used to
express private feelings and emotion. Embracing the two opposing poles of logic
and mystery, it contributed powerfully to the gradual acceptance of Christianity
and the faith's transformation from the enthusiasm of a small sect to an
institutionalized world religion.
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Many reasons can be given for the rise of Christianity in late antiquity and its flourishing in the medieval
world. In asking how Christianity succeeded in becoming the dominant ideology in the unpromising
circumstances of the Roman Empire, Averil Cameron turns to the development of Christian discourse over
the first to sixth centuries A.D., investigating the discourse's essential characteristics, its effects on existing
forms of communication, and its eventual preeminence. Scholars of late antiquity and general readers
interested in this crucial historical period will be intrigued by her exploration of these influential changes in
modes of communication.

The emphasis that Christians placed on language—writing, talking, and preaching—made possible the
formation of a powerful and indeed a totalizing discourse, argues the author. Christian discourse was
sufficiently flexible to be used as a public and political instrument, yet at the same time to be used to express
private feelings and emotion. Embracing the two opposing poles of logic and mystery, it contributed
powerfully to the gradual acceptance of Christianity and the faith's transformation from the enthusiasm of a
small sect to an institutionalized world religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Cameron's lectures. . . are the work of a master hand, and deal with a question to which an apparently
increasing number of ancient historians wish to turn, namely the mysterious problem of the spread of
Christianity in a society that showed little sign of being sympathetic."--Henry Chadwick, "Times Literary
Supplement

About the Author

Averil Cameron is Professor of Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at the University of London, King's
College. Her many publications include Images of Women in Antiquity, edited with Amélie Kuhrt (1983),
Procopius and the Sixth Century (California, 1985), and History as Text (1989).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Vance:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of
Christian Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures). Try to make book Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire:
The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures) as your pal. It means that it can for
being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Desiree Herdon:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire:
The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures) to read.

Mary Stone:

The publication with title Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse
(Sather Classical Lectures) includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after



read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Elsie Hawkins:

Typically the book Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather
Classical Lectures) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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