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Transaction costs (TC) are the “friction” in an economic system, and their
analysis is vital to understanding institutional design and economic
performance. Law and Transaction Costs in the Ancient Economy is the first
volume to collect specific studies from a transaction cost perspective. The
volume offers models of this new way of looking at ancient evidence, and
suggests ways in which traditional subject areas might inform problems in
contemporary economics and legal studies.

After the editors’ methodological introduction, the contributors investigate the
roles and effects of transaction costs in fourth-century Athens, Ptolemaic Egypt,
the Roman Empire, and late antiquity, on the basis of legal texts, papyri, and
inscriptions. Collected here are some of the leading voices on TC analysis in
ancient history, as well as established scholars, including several who do not
usually publish in English: Alain Bresson, Giuseppe Dari-Mattiacci, Rudolf
Haensch, Dennis Kehoe, François Lerouxel, J. G. Manning, Brian Muhs, Josiah
Ober, David M. Ratzan, Gerhard Thür, and Uri Yiftach.

This volume will speak to those who identify with traditional subject areas, like
epigraphy or Greek law, and will also demonstrate the value of experimenting
with this new way of looking at ancient evidence.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Dennis P. Kehoe is Professor of Classical Studies and Associate Faculty Member of the School of Law,
Tulane University.

David M. Ratzan is Head Librarian at New York University’s Institute for the Study of the Ancient World.

Uri Yiftach is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Classical Studies at Tel Aviv University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Crow:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Law and
Transaction Costs in the Ancient Economy (Law and Society in the Ancient World), you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Gwen Dawes:

Law and Transaction Costs in the Ancient Economy (Law and Society in the Ancient World) can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing Law and Transaction Costs in the Ancient Economy (Law and Society in the Ancient World) but
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Danna Bullock:

Beside this particular Law and Transaction Costs in the Ancient Economy (Law and Society in the Ancient
World) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an



older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Law and Transaction Costs in the Ancient
Economy (Law and Society in the Ancient World) because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Paul Horn:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Law and Transaction Costs in the Ancient
Economy (Law and Society in the Ancient World) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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