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“The mourning never stops, it just changes.” (Edward Albee)

For Claude Monet (1840–1926), the founder of French Impressionist painting,
these words are a fitting testament to his lifelong relationship with the female
muse, most notably—and most hauntingly—with his first wife, the model
Camille Doncieux.

For the esteemed clinical psychologist and art historian Mary Mathews Gedo,
Monet and His Muse represents a project twenty years in the making. Artfully
interweaving biographical insight with psychoanalytic criticism, Gedo takes us
on an exploration of Claude Monet’s conflicted relationships with women,
complete with exquisitely researched material never before understood about one
of our most popular—and inimitable—artists. Beginning with Monet’s
childhood, Gedo delves into his relationships with a distant, unreliable father and
his beloved, doting mother—whose death when Monet was just sixteen, the
author establishes, inspired a lifetime preoccupation with the sea, its lushly
imagined flora, and the figurative landscapes Monet painted to such acclaim.

And then—Camille. Entering Monet’s life when he was still a young man,
becoming first his model and then mistress and then—finally—his wife, Camille
Doncieux always fulfilled the function of muse, even after her life had ended, as
Monet not only painted her one last time on her deathbed, but preserved her
memory through the gardens he planted at his home in Giverny. Demonstrating
how Monet’s connections with women were exceedingly complex, fraught with
abusive impulses and infantile longing, Gedo sensitively uses Monet and Camille
as exemplars in order to explore links between artists and muses in our modern
age.
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“The mourning never stops, it just changes.” (Edward Albee)

For Claude Monet (1840–1926), the founder of French Impressionist painting, these words are a fitting
testament to his lifelong relationship with the female muse, most notably—and most hauntingly—with his
first wife, the model Camille Doncieux.

For the esteemed clinical psychologist and art historian Mary Mathews Gedo, Monet and His Muse
represents a project twenty years in the making. Artfully interweaving biographical insight with
psychoanalytic criticism, Gedo takes us on an exploration of Claude Monet’s conflicted relationships with
women, complete with exquisitely researched material never before understood about one of our most
popular—and inimitable—artists. Beginning with Monet’s childhood, Gedo delves into his relationships with
a distant, unreliable father and his beloved, doting mother—whose death when Monet was just sixteen, the
author establishes, inspired a lifetime preoccupation with the sea, its lushly imagined flora, and the figurative
landscapes Monet painted to such acclaim.

And then—Camille. Entering Monet’s life when he was still a young man, becoming first his model and then
mistress and then—finally—his wife, Camille Doncieux always fulfilled the function of muse, even after her
life had ended, as Monet not only painted her one last time on her deathbed, but preserved her memory
through the gardens he planted at his home in Giverny. Demonstrating how Monet’s connections with
women were exceedingly complex, fraught with abusive impulses and infantile longing, Gedo sensitively
uses Monet and Camille as exemplars in order to explore links between artists and muses in our modern age.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Monet and His Muse is a highly original work of impeccable scholarship, not only because it provides the
first thorough and penetrating psychobiographical portrait of the artist, but also because of its unusual focus
on the profound role that the painter's first wife played in his life and art.... This book simply represents the
crowning achievement of our country's best psychobiographer of figures in the visual arts." - Bradley I.
Collins, Parsons, the New School for Design"

About the Author

Mary Mathews Gedo is the author of Picasso: Art as Autobiography and Looking at Art form the Inside
Out, as well as editor of Psychoanalytic Perspectives on Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Monet and His Muse: Camille Monet in the Artist's Life
as the daily resource information.

Miles Towles:

The book untitled Monet and His Muse: Camille Monet in the Artist's Life contain a lot of information on
this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
study.

John Stanley:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a



book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Monet and His
Muse: Camille Monet in the Artist's Life which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Janet Kline:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Monet and His Muse: Camille Monet in the
Artist's Life was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Monet and His
Muse: Camille Monet in the Artist's Life has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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