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In this revised edition of his 1979 classic Political Theory and International
Relations, Charles Beitz rejects two highly influential conceptions of
international theory as empirically inaccurate and theoretically misleading. In
one, international relations is a Hobbesian state of nature in which moral
judgments are entirely inappropriate, and in the other, states are analogous to
persons in domestic society in having rights of autonomy that insulate them from
external moral assessment and political interference. Beitz postulates that a
theory of international politics should include a revised principle of state
autonomy based on the justice of a state's domestic institutions, and a principle of
international distributive justice to establish a fair division of resources and
wealth among persons situated in diverse national societies.
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misleading. In one, international relations is a Hobbesian state of nature in which moral judgments are
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Editorial Review

Review
"[Beitz] has succeeded in clarifying the agenda of moral debate concerning the relations of states and of their
inhabitants."--Terry Nardin, American Political Science Review

"Political Theory and International Relations is a fine piece of philosophical criticism and reconstruction
that few established philosophers could have written.... This is a first-rate book on an issue as fundamental as
it is neglected."--Henry Shue, Ethics

"This important book deals a deadly blow to the facile assumptions that support the widespread belief that
moral judgment is fundamentally inapplicable or inappropriate in matters of foreign policy and international
relations."--David V. Edwards, Social Science Quarterly

From the Back Cover
In this revised edition of his 1979 classic Political Theory and International Relations, Charles Beitz rejects
two highly influential conceptions of international theory as empirically inaccurate and theoretically
misleading. In one, international relations is a Hobbesian state of nature in which moral judgments are
entirely inappropriate, and in the other, states are analogous to persons in domestic society in having rights of
autonomy that insulate them from external moral assessment and political interference. Beitz postulates that
a theory of international politics should include a revised principle of state autonomy based on the justice of
a state's domestic institutions, and a principle of international distributive justice to establish a fair division
of resources and wealth among persons situated in diverse national societies.

About the Author
Charles R. Beitz is Professor of Government at Bowdoin College. His other books include Political Equality:
An Essay in Democratic Theory and International Ethics: A Philosophy and Public Affairs Reader, which he
coedited with Mitchell Cohen (both books are available from Princeton).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Duncan:

The guide untitled Political Theory and International Relations is the e-book that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the
e-book of Political Theory and International Relations from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free
time.

Mildred Wright:

This Political Theory and International Relations is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you



know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Political Theory and International
Relations can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by means
of anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Edward Baca:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Political Theory and International Relations was filled concerning
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Michael Burr:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Political Theory and International
Relations to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Political Theory and International Relations can to be your new friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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