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Scholars exploring the history of science under the Nazis have generally
concentrated on the Nazi destruction of science or the corruption of intellectual
and liberal values. Racial Hygiene focuses on how scientists themselves
participated in the construction of Nazi racial policy. Robert Proctor
demonstrates that the common picture of a passive scientific community coerced
into cooperation with the Nazis fails to grasp the reality of what actually
happened--namely, that many of the political initiatives of the Nazis arose from
within the scientific community, and that medical scientists actively designed and
administered key elements of National Socialist policy.

The book presents the most comprehensive account to date of German medical
involvement in the sterilization and castration laws, the laws banning marriage
between Jews and non-Jews, and the massive program to destroy "lives not worth
living:' The study traces attempts on the part of doctors to conceive of the
"Jewish problem" as a "medical problem," and how medical journals openly
discussed the need to find a "final solution" to Germany's Jewish and gypsy
"problems."

Proctor makes us aware that such thinking was not unique to Germany. The
social Darwinism of the late nineteenth century in America and Europe gave rise
to theories of racial hygiene that were embraced by enthusiasts of various
nationalities in the hope of breeding a better, healthier, stronger race of people.
Proctor also presents an account of the "organic" health movement that flourished
under the Nazis, including campaigns to reduce smoking and drinking, and
efforts to require bakeries to produce whole-grain bread. A separate chapter is
devoted to the emergence of a resistance movement among doctors in the
Association of Socialist Physicians. The book is based on a close analysis of
contemporary documents, including German state archives and more than two
hundred medical journals published during the period.

Proctor has set out not merely to tell a story but also to urge reflection on what
might be called the "political philosophy of science"--how movements that shape
the policies of nations can also shape the structure and priorities of science. The
broad implications of this book make it of consequence not only to historians,
physicians, and people concerned with the history and philosophy of science, but
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also to those interested in science policy and medical ethics.
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Scholars exploring the history of science under the Nazis have generally concentrated on the Nazi
destruction of science or the corruption of intellectual and liberal values. Racial Hygiene focuses on how
scientists themselves participated in the construction of Nazi racial policy. Robert Proctor demonstrates that
the common picture of a passive scientific community coerced into cooperation with the Nazis fails to grasp
the reality of what actually happened--namely, that many of the political initiatives of the Nazis arose from
within the scientific community, and that medical scientists actively designed and administered key elements
of National Socialist policy.

The book presents the most comprehensive account to date of German medical involvement in the
sterilization and castration laws, the laws banning marriage between Jews and non-Jews, and the massive
program to destroy "lives not worth living:' The study traces attempts on the part of doctors to conceive of
the "Jewish problem" as a "medical problem," and how medical journals openly discussed the need to find a
"final solution" to Germany's Jewish and gypsy "problems."

Proctor makes us aware that such thinking was not unique to Germany. The social Darwinism of the late
nineteenth century in America and Europe gave rise to theories of racial hygiene that were embraced by
enthusiasts of various nationalities in the hope of breeding a better, healthier, stronger race of people. Proctor
also presents an account of the "organic" health movement that flourished under the Nazis, including
campaigns to reduce smoking and drinking, and efforts to require bakeries to produce whole-grain bread. A
separate chapter is devoted to the emergence of a resistance movement among doctors in the Association of
Socialist Physicians. The book is based on a close analysis of contemporary documents, including German
state archives and more than two hundred medical journals published during the period.

Proctor has set out not merely to tell a story but also to urge reflection on what might be called the "political
philosophy of science"--how movements that shape the policies of nations can also shape the structure and
priorities of science. The broad implications of this book make it of consequence not only to historians,
physicians, and people concerned with the history and philosophy of science, but also to those interested in
science policy and medical ethics.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Despite a significant body of writing on medical science and dogma under National Socialism (e.g., Alan
Beyerchen's Scientists Under Hitler , LJ 10/1/77, and Robert Jay Lifton's The Nazi Doctors , LJ 9/15/86),
this book provides depth and perspective on a historical period that still must be studied. Proctor (New
School for Social Research) gives a rich explanation of the interaction of culture, politics, and science that
engages and alerts the reader. Though Proctor is too good a historian to indulge in moralistic judgments, his
careful research seduces the reader into doing so. If one accepted Aryan supremacy, Proctor shows how
decisions, such as the Nuremberg Race Laws of 1935, became eminently rational. Proctor reveals a superb
knowledge of the proliferation of medical literature under National Socialism. A work of stature and
significance belonging in all academic libraries.Frances Groen, McGill Univ. Medical Lib., Montreal
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Proctor's carefully argued book not only forces us to reassess the dynamics of Nazism but also challenges
pervasive notions about the political neutrality and objective value of science and the moral innocence of
scientists...[A] provocative study. (Mary Nolan New York Times Book Review)

A chilling indictment of the pre-war German scientific community which legitimized Nazi racial theories.
(Jewish Chronicle)

It is a deeply disturbing book, concerned as it is with how fine scientific minds, many of which were at least
formally committed to the practice of healing, not only "sold themselves to the devil" but, through their own
theoretical musings and prejudice-tinctured social concerns, anticipated his arrival. It is an at times
passionate exegesis on how "value-free" science is a disingenuous contradiction in terms and, more
important, on how people who believe in so chimerical an enterprise could and can contribute to social
pathology...The lessons for our own age are baldly obvious. (Robert A. Pois Science)

A valuable, disturbing treatise on the darkest chapter of modern medicine. (Kirkus Reviews)

The best that has been written...A well-crafted, seminal work. (Burton C. Einspruch, M.D., Journal of the
American Medical Association)

From the Back Cover
'Proctor's carefully argued book not only forces us to reassess the dynamics of Nazism but also challenges
pervasive notions about the political neutrality and objective value of science and the moral innocence of
scientists ..(a) provocative study.' --Mary Nolan, 'New York Times Book Review'

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.



Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Michael Albin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Claudine Currie:

Beside this kind of Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from at
this point!

Judy Marinez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Racial Hygiene:
Medicine Under the Nazis.

Download and Read Online Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the
Nazis By Robert N. Proctor #F2WIAPMO1SC



Read Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N.
Proctor for online ebook

Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N. Proctor Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N. Proctor books to read online.

Online Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N. Proctor ebook PDF
download

Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N. Proctor Doc

Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N. Proctor Mobipocket

Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N. Proctor EPub

F2WIAPMO1SC: Racial Hygiene: Medicine Under the Nazis By Robert N. Proctor


