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During the late 1940s and early 1950s, the name DuMont was synonymous with
the new medium of television. Many people first watched TV on DuMont-brand
sets, the best receivers money could buy. More viewers enjoyed their first
programs on the DuMont network, which was established in 1946. Network
founder Allen B. Du Mont became a folk hero for his entrepreneurial spirit in
bringing television to the American people. Yet, by 1955, the DuMont network
was out of business and its founder and namesake was forced to relinquish
control of the company he had spent a quarter century building.The heart of
David Weinstein's book examines DuMont's programs and personalities,
including Dennis James, Captain Video, Morey Amsterdam, Jackie Gleason and
The Honeymooners, Ernie Kovacs, and Rocky King, Detective. Weinstein uses
rare kinescopes, archival photographs, exclusive interviews, trade journal
articles, and corporate documents to tell the story of a 'forgotten network' that
helped invent the very business of network television. An original and important
contribution to the history of television, "The Forgotten Network" provides a
glimpse into the dawn of broadcasting and the growth of our most ubiquitous
cultural medium.
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During the late 1940s and early 1950s, the name DuMont was synonymous with the new medium of
television. Many people first watched TV on DuMont-brand sets, the best receivers money could buy. More
viewers enjoyed their first programs on the DuMont network, which was established in 1946. Network
founder Allen B. Du Mont became a folk hero for his entrepreneurial spirit in bringing television to the
American people. Yet, by 1955, the DuMont network was out of business and its founder and namesake was
forced to relinquish control of the company he had spent a quarter century building.The heart of David
Weinstein's book examines DuMont's programs and personalities, including Dennis James, Captain Video,
Morey Amsterdam, Jackie Gleason and The Honeymooners, Ernie Kovacs, and Rocky King, Detective.
Weinstein uses rare kinescopes, archival photographs, exclusive interviews, trade journal articles, and
corporate documents to tell the story of a 'forgotten network' that helped invent the very business of network
television. An original and important contribution to the history of television, "The Forgotten Network"
provides a glimpse into the dawn of broadcasting and the growth of our most ubiquitous cultural medium.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is ironic that the most short-lived of the early American television networks should receive the first
scholarly treatment, rather than NBC, CBS, or ABC." Technology and Culture "engaging...Weinstein makes
effective use of corporate records and oral histories in a study that is both good business and cultural
history." The American Historical Review "This book needed to be written. Author David Weinstein
immersed himself in all things DuMont, and his thoroughness is commendable . . this book provides a
fascinating look into television in those formative years." The Journal of Popular Culture "David Weinstein
has performed a valuable and substantial task for media scholarship in producing this engagingly written and
well-researched study of DuMont - it is very good to see this accessible and fascinating account of DuMont."
The Journal of Broadcasting and Electronic Media "absorbing" Reason "Television has changed the way we
live in ways most of us take for granted. In a well researched, informative, and entertaining book, David
Weinstein looks at the history of the Dumont network. During its nine-year run beginning in 1946, DuMont
created a legacy that includes The Honeymooners, Captain Video, Sid Caesar's The Admiral Broadway
Review, and Ernie Kovacs. DuMont laid the foundation for a medium that continues to enlighten, inform,
educate, and entertain us." --Eddy Friedfeld, WOR Radio, and co-author, Caesar's Hours "In The Forgotten
Network, David Weinstein moves with sure mastery and ready wit through the technological issues, political
machinations, and blurry kinescopes that tell the story of the ill-starred DuMont network. Sharply insightful
and smartly written, Weinstein's TV guidebook to a lost chapter in American broadcasting is a major
contribution to both television studies and Cold War history. He answers a question that has bedeviled media
scholars for decades: how did four networks become three?" --Thomas Doherty, Brandeis University, and
author of Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture "Thankfully, David
Weinstein allows us to rediscover DuMont in the first comprehensive history, an outstanding institutional
history of American television, of the network. Weinstein's accomplishment in piecing together the network's
history from its few surviving traces deserves the attention of anyone interested in the history of post-war
American culture and the respect of all who recognize the dedication and imagination that has gone into this
research." Film Quarterly

From the Publisher
A history of "the forgotten network," as seen through its own programs and personalities

From the Back Cover
"Television has changed the way we live in ways most of us take for granted. In a well researched,
informative, and entertaining book, David Weinstein looks at the history of the Dumont network. During its
nine-year run beginning in 1946, DuMont created a legacy that includes The Honeymooners, Captain Video,
Sid Caesar's The Admiral Broadway Review, and Ernie Kovacs. DuMont laid the foundation for a medium
that continues to enlighten, inform, educate, and entertain us." —Eddy Friedfeld, WOR Radio, and co-
author, Caesar's Hours

"In The Forgotten Network, David Weinstein moves with sure mastery and ready wit through the
technological issues, political machinations, and blurry kinescopes that tell the story of the ill-starred
DuMont network. Sharply insightful and smartly written, Weinstein's TV guidebook to a lost chapter in
American broadcasting is a major contribution to both television studies and Cold War history. He answers a
question that has bedeviled media scholars for decades: how did four networks become three?" —Thomas
Doherty, Brandeis University, and author of Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and



American Culture

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Todd:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Forgotten Network: Dumont
and the Birth of American Television that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying
as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Forgotten Network: Dumont and the Birth of American
Television become your own starter.

Erwin Fast:

This The Forgotten Network: Dumont and the Birth of American Television is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Forgotten Network: Dumont and the Birth of American Television in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Henry Brown:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Forgotten Network: Dumont and the Birth of
American Television can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Janet Thaxton:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Forgotten Network: Dumont and the Birth of American Television was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you



wanted.
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