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World War II shaped the United States in profound ways, and this new book--the
first in the Legacies of War series--explores one of the most significant changes
it fostered: a dramatic increase in ethnic and religious tolerance. A Nation Forged
in War is the first full-length study of how large-scale mobilization during the
Second World War helped to dissolve long-standing differences among white
soldiers of widely divergent backgrounds.

Never before or since have so many Americans served in the armed forces at one
time: more than 15 million donned uniforms in the period from 1941 to 1945.
Thomas Bruscino explores how these soldiers' shared experiences--enduring
basic training, living far from home, engaging in combat--transformed their
views of other ethnic groups and religious traditions. He further examines how
specific military policies and practices worked to counteract old prejudices, and
he makes a persuasive case that throwing together men of different regions,
ethnicities, religions, and classes not only fostered a greater sense of tolerance
but also forged a new American identity. When soldiers returned home after the
war with these new attitudes, they helped reorder what it meant to be white in
America.

Using the presidential campaigns of Al Smith in 1928 and John F. Kennedy in
1960 as bookend events, Bruscino notes a key change in religious bias. Smith's
defeat came at the end of a campaign rife with anti-Catholic sentiment;
Kennedy's victory some three decades later proved that such religious bigotry
was no longer an insurmountable obstacle. Despite such advances, Bruscino
notes that the growing broad-mindedness produced by the war had limits: it did

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B008194B0W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B008194B0W
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=B008194B0W


not extend to African Americans, whose own struggle for equality would
dramatically mark the postwar decades.

Extensively documented, A Nation Forged in War is one of the few books on the
social and cultural impact of the World War II years. Scholars and students of
military, ethnic, social, and religious history will be fascinated by this
groundbreaking new volume.
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World War II shaped the United States in profound ways, and this new book--the first in the Legacies of War
series--explores one of the most significant changes it fostered: a dramatic increase in ethnic and religious
tolerance. A Nation Forged in War is the first full-length study of how large-scale mobilization during the
Second World War helped to dissolve long-standing differences among white soldiers of widely divergent
backgrounds.

Never before or since have so many Americans served in the armed forces at one time: more than 15 million
donned uniforms in the period from 1941 to 1945. Thomas Bruscino explores how these soldiers' shared
experiences--enduring basic training, living far from home, engaging in combat--transformed their views of
other ethnic groups and religious traditions. He further examines how specific military policies and practices
worked to counteract old prejudices, and he makes a persuasive case that throwing together men of different
regions, ethnicities, religions, and classes not only fostered a greater sense of tolerance but also forged a new
American identity. When soldiers returned home after the war with these new attitudes, they helped reorder
what it meant to be white in America.

Using the presidential campaigns of Al Smith in 1928 and John F. Kennedy in 1960 as bookend events,
Bruscino notes a key change in religious bias. Smith's defeat came at the end of a campaign rife with anti-
Catholic sentiment; Kennedy's victory some three decades later proved that such religious bigotry was no
longer an insurmountable obstacle. Despite such advances, Bruscino notes that the growing broad-
mindedness produced by the war had limits: it did not extend to African Americans, whose own struggle for
equality would dramatically mark the postwar decades.

Extensively documented, A Nation Forged in War is one of the few books on the social and cultural impact
of the World War II years. Scholars and students of military, ethnic, social, and religious history will be
fascinated by this groundbreaking new volume.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thomas Bruscino's important study helps to demystify the experience of World War II in America by
showing that the war fostered greater toleration among many white ethnic and religious groups in America
but was also marked by continued racism and questionable moral practices on the part of the generation that
fought."
--John Bodnar, Chancellor's Professor of History, Indiana University

"A Nation Forged in War is an exemplary study on World War II that will instantly appeal, not only
to military history enthusiasts, but also to readers of religious, cultural, and ethnic history. Bruscino
makes a convincing case that the change in ethnic and religious relations in the United States came
from the military experiences in World War II." --Jon Mikolashek, "Military Review"

"A well-written, highly accessible account of emergent pluralism in U.S. culture. Highly recommended."
--"Choice"

From the Back Cover
"Thomas Bruscino's important study helps to demystify the experience of World War II in America by
showing that the war fostered greater toleration among many white ethnic and religious groups in America
but was also marked by continued racism and questionable moral practices on the part of the generation that
fought."
-- John Bodnar, Chancellor's Professor of History, Indiana University

About the Author

Thomas Bruscino is the author of "Out of Bounds: Transnational Sanctuary in Irregular Warfare." His work
has also been published in "Military Review and War & Society." He is assistant professor of history at the
U.S. Army School of Advanced Military Studies at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alyssa Cox:

The book A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a very important thing like a book A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught
Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.



Milford Garrett:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get
Along (Legacies of War) as the daily resource information.

Debbie Jackson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book
entitled A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The A Nation Forged in
War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) giving you one more experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let
us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Julie Bailey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Nation Forged in War: How World War
II Taught Americans to Get Along (Legacies of War) publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still skepticism A Nation Forged in War: How World War II Taught Americans to Get Along
(Legacies of War) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break
don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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