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This book explores the British Army's response on the Western Front to a period
of seminal change in warfare. In particular it examines the impact of the pre-war
emphasis on worldwide garrison, occupation and policing duties for the Empire's
defence of the mindset of the Army's leadership and its lack of preparation for a
continental war involving a massive, unplanned increase in men and material.

The reasons for the poor performance in the early years of the war, notably
professionalism within the British Army, including poor staff work, 'trade
unionism', careerism within the high command, and the tendency of an
overconfident hierarchy to ignore the need for reform to tackle the tactical
stalemate prior to 1916, are analyzed. The high command rapidly learnt from the
defeats of 1915–16 and performed much better in 1916–18, an especially
formative period resulting in the promotion of a younger, more professional
leadership and the development of the first truly modern system of tactics which
has dominated wars ever since.

During 1917–18 the Army's commanders and staff evolved and improved these
new methods; developing a doctrine of combined arms to overcome the tactical
stalemate bedevilling Allied offensives.
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This book explores the British Army's response on the Western Front to a period of seminal change in
warfare. In particular it examines the impact of the pre-war emphasis on worldwide garrison, occupation and
policing duties for the Empire's defence of the mindset of the Army's leadership and its lack of preparation
for a continental war involving a massive, unplanned increase in men and material.

The reasons for the poor performance in the early years of the war, notably professionalism within the
British Army, including poor staff work, 'trade unionism', careerism within the high command, and the
tendency of an overconfident hierarchy to ignore the need for reform to tackle the tactical stalemate prior to
1916, are analyzed. The high command rapidly learnt from the defeats of 1915–16 and performed much
better in 1916–18, an especially formative period resulting in the promotion of a younger, more professional
leadership and the development of the first truly modern system of tactics which has dominated wars ever
since.

During 1917–18 the Army's commanders and staff evolved and improved these new methods; developing a
doctrine of combined arms to overcome the tactical stalemate bedevilling Allied offensives.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled British Generalship on the Western Front 1914–1918: Defeat
into Victory (Military History and Policy) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Christine Curnutt:

Why? Because this British Generalship on the Western Front 1914–1918: Defeat into Victory (Military
History and Policy) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

Phyllis Kelly:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This British Generalship on the Western
Front 1914–1918: Defeat into Victory (Military History and Policy) is simple to bring you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Otis Kozlowski:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you



knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra British
Generalship on the Western Front 1914–1918: Defeat into Victory (Military History and Policy).
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