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This seminal work of scholarship, which traces the development of literacy in
medieval England, is now fully updated in a third edition.

This book serves as an introduction to medieval books and documents for●

graduate students throughout the world
Features a completely re-written first chapter, ‘Memories and Myths of the●

Norman Conquest', and a new postscript by the author reflecting on the
reception to the original publication and discussing recent scholarship on
medieval literacy
Includes a revised guide to further reading and a revision of the plates which●

illustrate medieval manuscripts in detail
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Editorial Review

Review
Reviews of the first edition:
"A tour-de-force, a scholarly work which is genuinely hard to put down, and which breaks new ground in its
approach." Journal of Legal History

"Thought-provoking and wide-ranging . . . one can assert confidently that it is one of the most exciting books
on medieval English history to appear in recent years." History

"Many familiar assumptions about the medieval world will have to be reconsidered in the light of this book.
It is impossible to convey its range or the variety of its implications, but it is possible to insist on its
importance." History Today 

"Clanchy's work will stand as a remarkable piece of scholarship and as a massive contribution to our
understanding of the medieval world." Journal of Library History

Reviews of the second edition:

"Just as 'From Memory to Written Record' was the touchstone for the revolution in the study of medieval
literacy and power in the 1980s, the second edition will be a sustaining forece in the continuing revolution of
the 1990s'. " Patrick J Geary, University of Notre Dame

"'From Memory to Written Record' is one of the those seminal works that shape the direction of the next
generation of historical and social thought. This second edition will remain one of the major works on the
medieval world for many decades to come." Norman F Cantor, Late of New York University

Michael Clanchy's widely-acclaimed study of the history of the written word in the Middle Ages remains a
classic work in medieval studies. In this third edition Professor Clanchy presents his latest thinking on the
subject in a new introduction covering recent work on literacy studies. He has also updated the further
reading section and revised the references to take account of recent publications. These changes preserve the
coherence of the original argument whilst also ensuring the book remains current for a new generation of
scholars and students.

Review

‘After nearly four decades in print this monument of twentieth-century historiography has lost none of its
imaginative and rhetorical power. Imbued with human insight and unrivalled in its deep understanding of the
record- and narrative sources of post-Conquest England, Professor Clanchy’s book continues to educate,
inspire, and challenge its many readers. The third edition brings the volume up to date for a new generation
and will be welcomed by teachers and researchers across and beyond the Anglophone world.’—Julia Crick,
King’s College London

‘From Memory to Written Record is half an invaluable handbook of sources – still without any modern
competition – and half an imaginative investigation of the complex mix of surviving oral modes and the way
they coexist with and are transformed by the written word.  Enjoy and learn!’—Paul R. Hymns, Cornell



University

"In 1979, Clanchy's From Memory to Written Record launched an entirely new field of enquiry. Taking full
account of the wealth of new research it stimulated, this third edition will be equally indispensable to the
next generation of students and teachers.’—Julia M H Smith, University of Glasgow

From the Back Cover

Michael Clanchy’s widely acclaimed history of the written word in the Middle Ages remains a seminal work
in the field. Now available in its third edition, it has been updated to include the latest research and to reflect
on the development of medieval literacy studies in recent decades.

The book retains its focus on the period from the Norman Conquest of 1066 to the end of Edward I’s reign in
1307. During this time, English culture was transformed from an oral to a literate one, in a process that was
as important as the later invention of printing. The production and retention of a variety of written records
was extended from royal and monastic agencies to much wider forms of everyday business. As charters,
writs, and other documents became commonplace, so developed England’s literate mentality.

For this third edition the author has revised and expanded the discussion of the culture of literacy that
developed in Anglo-Saxon England before the Norman invasion.This book explores medieval literacy in its
various forms, including reading strategies, memory, writing materials, and the relationship between script
and image. Tracing the rising importance and advancement of writing in medieval life, Clanchy’s landmark
text continues to be a classic in the field of medieval studies as a whole. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Cassidy:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This From Memory to Written Record: England 1066 -
1307 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Edward Emory:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take From Memory to Written Record: England 1066 - 1307 as the daily
resource information.



Betty Johnston:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This From Memory to Written Record:
England 1066 - 1307 is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Beside that From Memory to Written Record: England 1066 - 1307 in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have From Memory to Written Record: England 1066 - 1307 because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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