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David Elkind’ s new book is designed to help parents avoid the miseducation of
young children that is on the increase today.

Across the country—in schools and in homes—educational programs intended
for school-age children are being misappropriated for the instruction of
preschoolers. Books, lectures, and the media propagate the idea that only a
“superkid” can grow up to compete successfully in the adult world—thereby
encouraging parents to teach infants and young children academic and athletic
skills. Yet, thereis considerable evidence that early instruction can do lasting
harm—that young children subjected to this kind of pressure are, in fact, at
psychological and physical risk.

Dr. Elkind shows us the very real difference between the mind of a preschool
child (how it works) and that of a school-age child. He makes clear how much
young children can and do learn when they are presented with developmentally
appropriate parenting practices and education. He shows us how healthy
education supports and encourages the spontaneous learning process through
which young children explore and understand their immediate world, and how
miseducation ignores it, attempting to teach the wrong things at the wrong time.
And, in turn, we see how early miseducation can cause permanent damage to a
child’'s self-esteem, the loss of the positive attitude a child needs for learning the
blocking of natural gifts and potentia talents.

Finally, Dr. Elkind discusses what parents should look for when deciding upon

theinitial stages of their children’s education and what preschool programs are

the most considerate of the individual child. In a specia section, he answers the
most common questions he's heard from parents.
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David Elkind’s new book is designed to help parents avoid the miseducation of young children that is on the
increase today.

Across the country—in schools and in homes—educational programs intended for school-age children are
being misappropriated for the instruction of preschoolers. Books, lectures, and the media propagate the idea
that only a*“superkid” can grow up to compete successfully in the adult world—thereby encouraging parents
to teach infants and young children academic and athletic skills. Y et, there is considerable evidence that
early instruction can do lasting harm—that young children subjected to thiskind of pressure are, in fact, at
psychological and physical risk.

Dr. Elkind shows usthe very real difference between the mind of a preschool child (how it works) and that
of a school-age child. He makes clear how much young children can and do learn when they are presented
with developmentally appropriate parenting practices and education. He shows us how healthy education
supports and encourages the spontaneous learning process through which young children explore and
understand their immediate world, and how miseducation ignores it, attempting to teach the wrong things at
the wrong time. And, in turn, we see how early miseducation can cause permanent damage to a child' s self-
esteem, the loss of the positive attitude a child needs for learning the blocking of natural gifts and potential
talents.

Finally, Dr. Elkind discusses what parents should look for when deciding upon the initial stages of their
children’ s education and what preschool programs are the most considerate of the individual child. Ina
specia section, he answers the most common questions he's heard from parents.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Elkind, author of The Hurried Child, is a child-study speciaist (at Tufts University) of eminent common
sense who is critical of fads and whom parents would do well to heed, especially those intent on pre-
educating their preschoolersto prepare them for formal study with the same frenzy with which they groom
themselves for career success. Development in toddlers, he cautions, can be seriously damaged by parents
well-meaning rush to give them a head-start on education or in sports. Preschoolers ought to be encouraged
in their spontaneous learning rather than given formal instruction that teaches them "the wrong things at the
wrong time," he stresses, citing several popular baby institutes of learning to emphasize his criticism. Elkind
guotes experts such as Jean Piaget and Erik Erikson, reviews child-devel opment studies and the controversy
surrounding preschool educationand firmly advises parents not to miseducate their children, but allow them,
€ven precocious ones, to excel at their own speed.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The author of The Hurried Child and All Grown Up and No Place To Go now turns his attention to the recent
phenomenon of producing "superkid" preschoolers. Elkind protests the proliferation of all-day kindergarten
programs, academic preschools, and programs and materials designed to teach young children how to read,
compute, ski, etc. He contends that such early formal instruction "miseducates" children and often subjects
them to stress and long-term personality damage. His arguments are compelling and well-substantiated.
Written primarily for parents, the book will interest all concerned with the education of young children.
While Elkind's message will be unpopular with many, his book should be in public libraries and education
collections. Patricia Smith Butcher, Trenton State Coll. Lib., N.J.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

David Elkind, who received his Ph.D. in psychology at UCLA, was alongtime professor of Child Study at
Tufts University and Senior Resident Scholar at the Lincoln-Filene Center. He is also the author of numerous
books, including The Hurried Child and All Grown Up and No Place to Go.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Amanda Chatham:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Miseducation: Preschoolers at Risk.



Donald Pate;

This Miseducation: Preschoolers at Risk are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Miseducation: Preschoolers at Risk can be one of the great books you must
haveisactually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it al over the place and
whenever your conditionsin the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Miseducation: Preschoolers at
Risk forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

John Singletary:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Miseducation: Preschoolers at Risk your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in abook then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get previousto. The Miseducation: Preschoolers at Risk giving you another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present
to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it,
like winning agame. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Joseph Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Miseducation: Preschoolers at
Risk.
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