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This is a major new approach to the military revolution and the relationship
between warfare and the power of the state in early modern Europe. Whereas
previous accounts have emphasised the growth of state-run armies during this
period, David Parrott argues instead that the delegation of military responsibility
to sophisticated and extensive networks of private enterprise reached
unprecedented levels. This included not only the hiring of troops but their
equipping, the supply of food and munitions, and the financing of their
operations. The book reveals the extraordinary prevalence and capability of
private networks of commanders, suppliers, merchants and financiers who
managed the conduct of war on land and at sea, challenging the traditional
assumption that reliance on mercenaries and the private sector results in corrupt
and inefficient military force. In so doing, the book provides essential historical
context to contemporary debates about the role of the private sector in warfare.
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Editorial Review

Review
"David Parrott's sparkling and deeply-considered study is a seminal contribution to the history of warfare and
government in all periods, and reveals that "military outsourcing" was normal long before the Iraq War
brought it into the headlines. Highly original in argument and notably lively in presentation, it will become a
modern classic."
Hamish Scott, University of Glasgow

"David Parrott deftly explores the various shades of grey in the public private partnership between early
modern state and military entrepreneurs. He proves that more often than not private enterprise simply did
perform more efficiently than the state."
Lothar Höbelt, University of Vienna

"... the present volume offers an eloquent, fresh interpretation of the military revolution and the relationship
between warfare and nation-state development in early modern Europe."
Jamie L. H. Goodall, EH.Net

"Essential."
Choice

"A ground breaking study of mercenaries and military entrepreneurs in early modern Europe."
StrategyPage

"The book is well crafted, articulate, and painstakingly researched."
David Anderson, Military Review

"... Parrott has written a refreshing work, replete with evidence that may be new to many readers of early
modern military history."
David R. Lawrence, Michigan War Studies Review

"His scholarship draws on literature in English, French, Italian, German and Spanish, with touches of
scholarship in Swedish, Danish and Dutch. Few scholars have his Braudellian sweep, or the technical chops
to bring together this mass of material into a cogent argument praising the efficiency of private capital in the
military realm."
Gregory Hanlon, European History Quarterly

"Now it is evident that The Business of War will become our new reference point. However, this book is
something more than a summary of recent research on the subject. This is the first major study that is free
from old prejudices and examines facts at their face value."
Anton Tomsinov, Strife

About the Author
David Parrott is a Fellow and Lecturer at New College, University of Oxford. His previous books include
Richelieu's Army: War, Government and Society in France, 1624-1642 (Cambridge, 2001).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Anderson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book The Business of War: Military Enterprise and Military Revolution
in Early Modern Europe has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Business of War: Military Enterprise and
Military Revolution in Early Modern Europe is not only giving you much more new information but also to
be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book The Business of War: Military Enterprise and Military Revolution in Early
Modern Europe. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Hae Hughes:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Business of War: Military Enterprise and
Military Revolution in Early Modern Europe can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Lorraine Cox:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Business of War: Military Enterprise
and Military Revolution in Early Modern Europe can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at
this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
The Business of War: Military Enterprise and Military Revolution in Early Modern Europe.

Avis Marguez:

You will get this The Business of War: Military Enterprise and Military Revolution in Early Modern Europe
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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