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After classical antiquity, the Italian Renaissance raised the portrait, whether
literary or pictorial, to the status of an important art form. Among sixteenth-
century Renaissance painters, Titian made his reputation, and much of his living,
by portraiture. Titian's portraits were promoted by his friend, Pietro Aretino, an
eminent poet and critic, who addressed his letters and sonnets to the same
personages whom Titian portrayed. In many of these letters (which often
included sonnets), Aretino described both an individual patron and Titian's
portrait of that patron, thus stimulating the reciprocal relation between a verbal
and pictorial portrait. By investigating this unprecedented historical phenomenon,
Luba Freedman elucidates the meaning conveyed by the portrait as an artistic
form in Renaissance Italy.

Fusing iconographical analysis of the most famous Titian portraits with rhetorical
analysis of Aretino's literary legacy as compared to contemporary reactions,
Freedman demonstrates that it is due to Titian's many portraits and to Aretino's
repeated simultaneous writings about them that the portrait ceased being
primarily a social-historical document, preserving the sitter's likeness for
posterity. It gradually became, as it is today, a work of art, the artist's invention,
which gives its viewer an aesthetic pleasure.
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After classical antiquity, the Italian Renaissance raised the portrait, whether literary or pictorial, to the status
of an important art form. Among sixteenth-century Renaissance painters, Titian made his reputation, and
much of his living, by portraiture. Titian's portraits were promoted by his friend, Pietro Aretino, an eminent
poet and critic, who addressed his letters and sonnets to the same personages whom Titian portrayed. In
many of these letters (which often included sonnets), Aretino described both an individual patron and Titian's
portrait of that patron, thus stimulating the reciprocal relation between a verbal and pictorial portrait. By
investigating this unprecedented historical phenomenon, Luba Freedman elucidates the meaning conveyed
by the portrait as an artistic form in Renaissance Italy.

Fusing iconographical analysis of the most famous Titian portraits with rhetorical analysis of Aretino's
literary legacy as compared to contemporary reactions, Freedman demonstrates that it is due to Titian's many
portraits and to Aretino's repeated simultaneous writings about them that the portrait ceased being primarily
a social-historical document, preserving the sitter's likeness for posterity. It gradually became, as it is today,
a work of art, the artist's invention, which gives its viewer an aesthetic pleasure.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A model for future studies of portrait painting. Since portrait painting by and large is the foundation (as well
as the bread and butter) of Renaissance art, Freedman’s book opens a door to a better understanding of that
art in all of its aspects. Historians as well as historians of art will find this a refreshingly useful work.”

—Philipp Fehl

From the Back Cover
Among sixteenth-century Renaissance painters, Titian made his reputation, and much of his living, by
portraiture. Titian's portraits were promoted by his friend, Pietro Aretino, an eminent poet and critic, who
addressed his letters and sonnets to the same personages Titian portrayed. In many of these letters (which
often included sonnets), Aretino described both an individual patron and Titian's portrait of that patron, thus
stimulating the reciprocal relation between a verbal and pictorial portrait. By investigating this
unprecedented historical phenomenon, Luba Freedman elucidates the meaning conveyed by the portrait as an
artistic form in Renaissance Italy. Fusing iconographical analysis of the most famous Titian portraits with
rhetorical analysis of Aretino's literary legacy as compared to contemporary reactions, Freedman
demonstrates that it is due to Titian's many portraits and to Aretino's repeated simultaneous writings about
them that the portrait ceased being primarily a social-historical document, preserving the sitter's likeness for
posterity. It gradually became, as it is today, a work of art, the artist's invention, which gives its viewer an
aesthetic pleasure.

About the Author

Luba Freedman is Assistant Professor of the History of Art at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She is the
author of The Classical Pastoral in the Visual Arts (1989) and Titian's Independent Self-Portraits (1990).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled Titian's Portraits through Aretino's Lens can be excellent book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.



Sophia Myers:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Titian's Portraits through Aretino's Lens.

William Farley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Titian's Portraits through
Aretino's Lens which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Cody Chenault:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Titian's Portraits through
Aretino's Lens can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?
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