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Over the past thirty years, visionary anthropologist Michael Taussig has crafted a
highly distinctive body of work. Playful, enthralling, and whip-smart, his writing
makes ingenious connections between ideas, thinkers, and things. An extended
meditation on the mysteries of color and the fascination they provoke, What
Color Is the Sacred? is the next step on Taussig’s remarkable intellectual path.

Following his interest in magic and surrealism, his earlier work on mimesis, and
his recent discussion of heat, gold, and cocaine in My Cocaine Museum,this book
uses color to explore further dimensions of what Taussig calls “the bodily
unconscious” in an age of global warming. Drawing on classic ethnography as
well as the work of Benjamin, Burroughs, and Proust, he takes up the notion that
color invites the viewer into images and into the world. Yet, as Taussig makes
clear, color has a history—a manifestly colonial history rooted in the West’s
discomfort with color, especially bright color, and its associations with the so-
called primitive. He begins by noting Goethe’s belief that Europeans are
physically averse to vivid color while the uncivilized revel in it, which prompts
Taussig to reconsider colonialism as a tension between chromophobes and
chromophiliacs. And he ends with the strange story of coal, which, he argues,
displaced colonial color by giving birth to synthetic colors, organic chemistry,
and IG Farben, the giant chemical corporation behind the Third Reich.

Nietzsche once wrote, “So far, all that has given colour to existence still lacks a
history.” With What Color Is the Sacred? Taussig has taken up that challenge
with all the radiant intelligence and inspiration we’ve come to expect from him.
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Over the past thirty years, visionary anthropologist Michael Taussig has crafted a highly distinctive body of
work. Playful, enthralling, and whip-smart, his writing makes ingenious connections between ideas, thinkers,
and things. An extended meditation on the mysteries of color and the fascination they provoke, What Color
Is the Sacred? is the next step on Taussig’s remarkable intellectual path.

Following his interest in magic and surrealism, his earlier work on mimesis, and his recent discussion of
heat, gold, and cocaine in My Cocaine Museum,this book uses color to explore further dimensions of what
Taussig calls “the bodily unconscious” in an age of global warming. Drawing on classic ethnography as well
as the work of Benjamin, Burroughs, and Proust, he takes up the notion that color invites the viewer into
images and into the world. Yet, as Taussig makes clear, color has a history—a manifestly colonial history
rooted in the West’s discomfort with color, especially bright color, and its associations with the so-called
primitive. He begins by noting Goethe’s belief that Europeans are physically averse to vivid color while the
uncivilized revel in it, which prompts Taussig to reconsider colonialism as a tension between chromophobes
and chromophiliacs. And he ends with the strange story of coal, which, he argues, displaced colonial color by
giving birth to synthetic colors, organic chemistry, and IG Farben, the giant chemical corporation behind the
Third Reich.

Nietzsche once wrote, “So far, all that has given colour to existence still lacks a history.” With What Color Is
the Sacred? Taussig has taken up that challenge with all the radiant intelligence and inspiration we’ve come
to expect from him.
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Editorial Review

Review
"If Hunter S. Thompson had been trained by Boas in anthropology, Engels in economics, and Arendt in
philosophy, he might write something like Taussig." - Publishers Weekly "Blending fact and fiction,
ethnographic observation, archival history, literary theory and memoir, his books read more like beatnik
novels than somber analyses of other cultures." - New York Times"

About the Author

Michael Taussig is professor of anthropology at Columbia University and the author of several books,
including Walter Benjamin’s Grave and My Cocaine Museum, both published by the University of Chicago
Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

Within other case, little folks like to read book What Color Is the Sacred?. You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book What Color Is the
Sacred?. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open
a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's read.

Francine Nott:

The book What Color Is the Sacred? give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having
big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book What Color Is the Sacred? being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve What
Color Is the Sacred?. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Anne Hahn:

The book What Color Is the Sacred? can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book What Color Is the Sacred??
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for



us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book What Color Is the Sacred? has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Rivera:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept What Color Is the
Sacred? suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
What Color Is the Sacred?is one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world in this particular book.
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