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In recent years bitter controversies have erupted across Europe and the Middle
East about women’s veiling, and especially their wearing of the face-veil or
niqab. Yet the deeper issues contained within these controversies – secularism
versus religious belief, individual freedom versus social or family coercion,
identity versus integration – are not new but are strikingly prefigured by earlier
conflicts. This book examines the state-sponsored anti-veiling campaigns which
swept across wide swathes of the Muslim world in the interwar period, especially
in Turkey and the Balkans, Iran, Afghanistan and the Soviet republics of the
Caucasus and Central Asia. It shows how veiling was officially discouraged and
ridiculed as backward and, although it was rarely banned, veiling was politicized
and turned into a rallying-point for a wider opposition. Asking a number of
questions about this earlier anti-veiling discourse and the policies flowing from
it, and the reactions which it provoked, the book illuminates and contextualizes
contemporary debates about gender, Islam and modernism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book’s most obvious common theme is the correspondence between the need to carve put a national
character and the female body politic. Anti-veiling in these countries was an opposition to Arabisation; the
veild came to be seen as a cultural import that was both alien and foreign in the modernising State. By
comparison, even at the height of secular nationalism in the Arab world, Stephanie Cronin notes that there
were no official attempts to change "sartorial practices in any systematic way". The second theme that is
pertinent throughout the book is the way in which suppositions about female dress can be contradictory. Face
veils, cast as backward and submissive, wee in fact widely accepted and practised by elites in these countries
prior to forceful unveiling reforms enacted during the 20th century".

R.Khan , The Royal Society of Asian Affairs

About the Author

Stephanie Cronin is a Lecturer in Iranian History at the University of Oxford, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

The knowledge that you get from Anti-Veiling Campaigns in the Muslim World: Gender, Modernism and
the Politics of Dress (Durham Modern Middle East and Islamic World Series) may be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Anti-Veiling Campaigns in the Muslim World: Gender,
Modernism and the Politics of Dress (Durham Modern Middle East and Islamic World Series) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Anti-Veiling Campaigns in the
Muslim World: Gender, Modernism and the Politics of Dress (Durham Modern Middle East and Islamic
World Series) instantly.

Marjorie Brown:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Anti-Veiling Campaigns in the
Muslim World: Gender, Modernism and the Politics of Dress (Durham Modern Middle East and Islamic
World Series) is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get



when you buy this book.

Allan Nguyen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Anti-Veiling Campaigns in the Muslim World:
Gender, Modernism and the Politics of Dress (Durham Modern Middle East and Islamic World Series) can
give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Anti-Veiling Campaigns in the Muslim World:
Gender, Modernism and the Politics of Dress (Durham Modern Middle East and Islamic World Series).

Marvin Murphy:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Anti-Veiling Campaigns in the Muslim World: Gender, Modernism and the Politics
of Dress (Durham Modern Middle East and Islamic World Series) can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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