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On Genera Douglas MacArthur'sorders, aforce of 12,000 U.S. Marines were
marching north to the Yalu river in late November 1950. These three regiments
of the 1st Marine Division--strung out along eighty miles of a narrow mountain
road--soon found themselves completely surrounded by 60,000 Chinese soldiers.
Despite being given up for lost by the military brass, the 1st Marine Division
fought its way out of the frozen mountains, miraculously taking thier dead and
wounded with them as they ran the gauntlet of unceasing Chinese attacks. Thisis
the gripping story that Martin Russ tellsin his extraordinary book. Breakout is
an unforgettable portrayal of the terror and courage of men as they face sudden
death, making the bloody battles of the Korean hills and valleys come alive as
they never have before.

Of interest will be the new PBS American Experience Documentary "The Battle
of Chosin", which premiered on November 1, 2016.
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On General Douglas MacArthur's orders, aforce of 12,000 U.S. Marines were marching north to the Yalu
river in late November 1950. These three regiments of the 1st Marine Division--strung out along eighty miles
of a narrow mountain road--soon found themselves completely surrounded by 60,000 Chinese soldiers.
Despite being given up for lost by the military brass, the 1st Marine Division fought its way out of the frozen
mountains, miraculously taking thier dead and wounded with them as they ran the gauntlet of unceasing
Chinese attacks. This is the gripping story that Martin Russtellsin his extraordinary book. Breakout is an
unforgettable portrayal of the terror and courage of men as they face sudden death, making the bloody battles
of the Korean hills and valleys come alive as they never have before.

Of interest will be the new PBS American Experience Documentary "The Battle of Chosin", which
premiered on November 1, 2016.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Martin Russ's controversial book Breakout: The Chosin Reservoir Campaign, Korea 1950 tells the riveting
story of how 12,000 Army personnel and Marines fought their way out of an encirclement by more than
60,000 Chinese soldiers. A Marine wounded in combat during the Korean War, Russ writes with a passion
for the men who endured freezing temperatures and scaled treacherous mountains while continuing to strike
the enemy as they advanced toward safety.

While many accounts of modern war bog readers down in a morass of military and administrative details,
Russ's history so clearly distinguishes the various units, locations, and personalities that shaped the campaign
that it could easily be compared with the finest novels of battle, including Michael Shaara's The Killer
Angels. Expertly moving between American, Chinese, and Korean points of view, Russ argues that the
Marines were trapped at Chosin because of the arrogance of Douglas MacArthur, the incompetence of the
U.S. Army, and the disciplined planning of the Chinese generals.

Celebrated for his brilliant war memoir, The Last Parallel, Russ has provoked criticism for his tendency in
Breakout to disparage the U.S. Army. However, his quotations of numerous dispatches showing Marine
commanders concern about advancing into the Chosin area, as well as his consistent portrayal of Army
officers ineptitude, lend credence to his argument that it was the particular esprit de corps of the Marines
that prevented the disintegration of American forces in the freezing wastes of North Korea. --James Highfill

From Publishers Weekly

In the annal's of American heroic stands against long odds, Chosin Reservoir stands with the Alamo and
BataanAwith the bonus of a happy ending. Russ (The Last Parallel) has written the definitive account of the
1st Marine Division's epic breakout from the Chosin Reservoir in the winter of 1950. Outnumbered,
unsupported and isolated in the depths of winter, 12,000 Marines, surrounded by 60,000 Chinese soldiers,
cut their way out of encirclement and fought a path to the sea, bringing out most of their wounded and many
of their dead with them. Small wonder, then, that Chosin Reservoir is celebrated as a victory by the Corps.
Russ weaves the Marines stories into a compelling tapestry of understated heroism, showing how the 1st
Marine Division owed much to officers and senior NCOs with combat experience in WWII and the force of
character to lead teenage riflemen from the front. Cohesion, as well as courage and tactical skill, brought the
Marines out of Chosin. Time and again, those whom Russ interviewed stress the overriding importance of
not letting down other Marines, no matter the cost. Russ relies heavilyAand appropriatel yAon the accounts
of Marines who fought at Chosin. The result isthat thereis alot of detail, alot of close-up recollections of
localized battle, but Russ does an admirable job, when necessary, of panning back to give readers a picture of
the whole campaign. Major ad/promo; author tour.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This dramatic story epitomizes the brotherhood and fighting spirit of the U.S. Marine Corpsand isa
hallmark of one of the Corps's greatest battles, the battle of the Chosin Reservoir in Korea, 1950. Freezing in
subzero weather, low on food, fuel, and ammunition, and surrounded by ten Communist Chinese divisions
that weren't supposed to be there, the 1st Marine Division fought its way out of encirclement, bringing out
most of its dead and all of its wounded while inflicting horrific casualties on the enemy. Russ, aformer
Marine and author of The Last Parallel: A Marine's War Journal (1973), has produced a gripping oral history



that captures the viciousness of combat, the brutal weather conditions, the forbidding terrain, and the
Marines incredible triumph with stark realism and unvarnished candor. He also illustrates the fine line
between hope and despair, heroism and cowardice among men at war. Although primarily a history of the
Marinesin Korea, this book also provides a clear view of the big picture, with stinging criticism of General
MacArthur and the incompetence of the U.S. Army. An outstanding history; highly recommended for all
public libraries. ACol. William D. Bushnell, USMC, Brunswick, ME

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Margaret Calderon:

The book untitled Breakout: The Chosin Reservoir Campaign, Korea 1950 is the e-book that recommended
toyou to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actualy. The language
that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also will get the e-book of Breakout: The Chosin Reservoir Campaign, Korea 1950 from the publisher to
make you alot more enjoy free time.

Cheree Kramer:

The book untitled Breakout: The Chosin Reservoir Campaign, Korea 1950 contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author.
The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Lisa Sullivan:

Y ou can find this Breakout: The Chosin Reservoir Campaign, Korea 1950 by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let'stry to choose right ways
for you.

Amanda Y oung:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.



From the book Breakout: The Chosin Reservoir Campaign, Korea 1950 we can acquire more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Breakout: The
Chosin Reservoir Campaign, Korea 1950. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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