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The daring idea that convention - human decision - lies at the root both of
necessary truths and much of empirical science reverberates through twentieth-
century philosophy, constituting a revolution comparable to Kant's Copernican
revolution. This book provides a comprehensive study of Conventionalism.
Drawing a distinction between two conventionalist theses, the under-
determination of science by empirical fact, and the linguistic account of
necessity, Yemima Ben-Menahem traces the evolution of both ideas to their
origins in Poincaré's geometric conventionalism. She argues that the radical
extrapolations of Poincaré's ideas by later thinkers, including Wittgenstein,
Quine, and Carnap, eventually led to the decline of conventionalism. This book
provides a fresh perspective on twentieth-century philosophy. Many of the major
themes of contemporary philosophy emerge in this book as arising from
engagement with the challenge of conventionalism.
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The daring idea that convention - human decision - lies at the root both of necessary truths and much of
empirical science reverberates through twentieth-century philosophy, constituting a revolution comparable to
Kant's Copernican revolution. This book provides a comprehensive study of Conventionalism. Drawing a
distinction between two conventionalist theses, the under-determination of science by empirical fact, and the
linguistic account of necessity, Yemima Ben-Menahem traces the evolution of both ideas to their origins in
Poincaré's geometric conventionalism. She argues that the radical extrapolations of Poincaré's ideas by later
thinkers, including Wittgenstein, Quine, and Carnap, eventually led to the decline of conventionalism. This
book provides a fresh perspective on twentieth-century philosophy. Many of the major themes of
contemporary philosophy emerge in this book as arising from engagement with the challenge of
conventionalism.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review of the hardback: '... a wonderfully detailed look at the history of conventionalism.' Studies in History
and Philosophy of Modern Physics

About the Author
Yemima Ben-Menahem is Pofessor of Philosophy at Hebrew University in Jerusalem. She is the editor of
Hilary Putnam, and co-editor of The Conceptual Foundations of Statistical Physics, a special issue of Studies
in the History and Philosophy of Modern Physics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Harmon:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Conventionalism: From Poincare to
Quine is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Ann Davis:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Conventionalism: From Poincare to
Quine which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Martha Doughty:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Conventionalism: From Poincare to Quine can make you feel
more interested to read.



Pearl Norris:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Conventionalism: From Poincare to Quine when you desired it?
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