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Few worksin world literature have inspired so vast an audience, in nations with
radically different languages and cultures, as the Ramayana and Mahabhar ata,
two Sanskrit verse epics written some 2,000 years ago.

In Ramayana (written by a poet known to us as Valmiki), William Buck has
retold the story of Prince Rama—with all its nobility of spirit, courtly intrigue,
heroic renunciation, fierce battles, and triumph of good over evil—in alength
and manner that will make the great Indian epics accessible to the contemporary
reader.

The sameistrue for the Mahabharata—in its original Sanskrit, probably the
longest Indian epic ever composed. It isthe story of a dynastic struggle, between
the Kurus and Pandavas, for land. In hisintroduction, Sanskritist B. A. van
Nooten notes, "Apart from William Buck’ s rendition [no other English version
has] been able to capture the blend of religion and martial spirit that pervades the
original epic."

Presented accessibly for the general reader without compromising the spirit and

lyricism of the originals, William Buck’s Ramayana and Mahabharata capture
the essence of the Indian cultural heritage.
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Few works in world literature have inspired so vast an audience, in nations with radically different languages
and cultures, as the Ramayana and Mahabharata, two Sanskrit verse epics written some 2,000 years ago.

In Ramayana (written by a poet known to us as Vamiki), William Buck has retold the story of Prince
Rama—uwith all its nobility of spirit, courtly intrigue, heroic renunciation, fierce battles, and triumph of good
over evil—in alength and manner that will make the great Indian epics accessible to the contemporary
reader.

The sameistrue for the Mahabharata—in its original Sanskrit, probably the longest Indian epic ever
composed. It isthe story of adynastic struggle, between the Kurus and Pandavas, for land. In his
introduction, Sanskritist B. A. van Nooten notes, "Apart from William Buck’ s rendition [no other English
version has] been able to capture the blend of religion and martial spirit that pervades the original epic.”

Presented accessibly for the general reader without compromising the spirit and lyricism of the originals,
William Buck’ s Ramayana and Mahabharata capture the essence of the Indian cultural heritage.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Buck recaptures a spirit which is lacking in the more [literal and complete] translation; there is a poetry of
expression, an atmosphere of awe, aliveliness of appreciation. . . . Buck captures much of the beauty of the
Sanskrit thought. . . . A pleasureto read and to look at; the many illustrations by Shirley Triest have a
magical quality in total harmony with the magic of the text."--"Times Literary Supplement

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

About the Author

William Buck died in 1970 at the age of 37 after more than 15 years of work on the Ramayana,
Mahabharata, and the unfinished Harivamsa. Of the two finished books, he wrote, "My method in writing
both Mahabharata and Ramayana was to begin with aliteral trandation from which to extract the story, and
then to tell that story in an interesting way that would preserve the spirit and flavor of the original."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L ottie Jowers:

The book Mahabharata give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make examining a book Mahabharata to become your habit, you can get alot
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. You
can know everything if you like start and read a e-book Mahabharata. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Migue Philip:

Often the book Mahabharata will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author styleto
describe theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The
book Mahabharata is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can aso get the e-book from official web site,
SO you can easier to read the book.

Richard Horgan:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can observe
that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you
is Mahabharata this reserve consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This



particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to
explainit is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is
why this book appropriate all of you.

Wendy Hartnett:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could aso bring usto
around the world. From the book Mahabharata we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Mahabharata. Y ou can more inviting than
now.
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