
On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean
Postscript

By Robert K. Merton

On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript By Robert K. Merton

With playfulness and a large dose of wit, Robert Merton traces the origin of
Newton's aphorism, "If I have seen farther, it is by standing on the shoulders of
giants." Using as a model the discursive and digressive style of Sterne's Tristram
Shandy, Merton presents a whimsical yet scholarly work which deals with the
questions of creativity, tradition, plagiarism, the transmission of knowledge, and
the concept of progress.

"This book is the delightful apotheosis of donmanship: Merton parodies
scholarliness while being faultlessly scholarly; he scourges pedantry while
brandishing his own abstruse learning on every page. The most recondite and
obscure scholarly squabbles are transmuted into the material of comedy as the
ostensible subject is shouldered to one side by yet another hobby horse from
Merton's densely populated stable. He has created a jeu d'esprit which is
profoundly suggestive both in detail and as a whole."—Sean French, Times
Literary Supplement
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
A great and universal book....one of my all-time favorites.....The fascinating details build out to profound
statements, with light touches about the deepest issues that concern us all: creativity, originality, the social
context of discovery, to name just a few.'-Stephen Jay Gould

About the Author

Robert K. Merton is University Professor Emeritus at Columbia University, Foundation Scholar of the
Russell Sage Foundation, and a MacArthur Prize Fellow. A member of the National Academy of Sciences,
he has received numerous honors and prizes for his work in both science and the humanities. His many
books include the classic Social Theory and Social Structure, the Sociology of Science, Sociological
Ambivalence, and Science, Technology, and Society in Seventeenth-Century England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irene Holmes:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean
Postscript is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Ellen Omalley:

The feeling that you get from On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having that On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript
instantly.

Richard Crowe:

On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your



knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing On the Shoulders of
Giants: A Shandean Postscript but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Margaret Holt:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean
Postscript to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book
and learn it. Beside that the reserve On the Shoulders of Giants: A Shandean Postscript can to be your friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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