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The government of Yemen, unified since 1990, remains largely incapable of
controlling violence or providing goods and services to its population, but the
regime continues to endure despite its fragility and peripheral location in the
global political and economic order. Revealing what holds Yemen together in
such tenuous circumstances, Peripheral Visions shows how citizens form
national attachments even in the absence of strong state institutions.

Lisa Wedeen, who spent a year and a half in Yemen observing and interviewing
its residents, argues that national solidarity in such weak states tends to arise not
from attachments to institutions but through both extraordinary events and the
ordinary activities of everyday life. Yemenis, for example, regularly gather to
chew qat, a leafy drug similar to caffeine, as they engage in wide-ranging and
sometimes influential public discussions of even the most divisive political and
social issues. These lively debates exemplify Wedeen’s contention that
democratic, national, and pious solidarities work as ongoing, performative
practices that enact and reproduce a citizenry’s shared points of reference.
Ultimately, her skillful evocations of such practices shift attention away from a
narrow focus on government institutions and electoral competition and toward
the substantive experience of participatory politics.
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The government of Yemen, unified since 1990, remains largely incapable of controlling violence or
providing goods and services to its population, but the regime continues to endure despite its fragility and
peripheral location in the global political and economic order. Revealing what holds Yemen together in such
tenuous circumstances, Peripheral Visions shows how citizens form national attachments even in the
absence of strong state institutions.

Lisa Wedeen, who spent a year and a half in Yemen observing and interviewing its residents, argues that
national solidarity in such weak states tends to arise not from attachments to institutions but through both
extraordinary events and the ordinary activities of everyday life. Yemenis, for example, regularly gather to
chew qat, a leafy drug similar to caffeine, as they engage in wide-ranging and sometimes influential public
discussions of even the most divisive political and social issues. These lively debates exemplify Wedeen’s
contention that democratic, national, and pious solidarities work as ongoing, performative practices that
enact and reproduce a citizenry’s shared points of reference. Ultimately, her skillful evocations of such
practices shift attention away from a narrow focus on government institutions and electoral competition and
toward the substantive experience of participatory politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Unusually well-written and polished, Peripheral Visions makes important contributions to our
understanding of Yemen and to the study of politics. Lisa Wedeen innovatively locates her inquiry in the
venerable tradition of interpretive social science. There is no comparable book on Yemen." - Brinkley
Messick, Columbia University"

About the Author

Lisa Wedeen is professor in and chair of the Department of Political Science at the University of Chicago
and the author of Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric, and Symbols in Contemporary Syria.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning) book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in
Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in
Practices of Meaning) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jeannette Coleman:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and
Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Alan Malbrough:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at



everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in
Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of Meaning) as your daily resource information.

Bethany Archie:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this Peripheral Visions: Publics, Power, and Performance in Yemen (Chicago Studies in Practices of
Meaning).
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