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Patricia Cornwell has a sixth sense about the men and women in blue. In
Hornet's Nest, her page-turning novel about crime and police in Charlotte, North
Carolina, Cornwell moved behind the badges of these real-life heroes to uncover
flesh-and-blood characters who strode through her pages to reveal vulnerable,
passionate, brave, sometimes doubting, always fascinating figures.

In Southern Cross, Cornwell takes us even closer to the personal and professional
lives of big-city police, in a story of corruption, scandal, and robberies that
escalate to murder. This time, her setting is Richmond, Virginia, where Charlotte
Police Chief Judy Hammer has been brought by an NIJ grant to clean up the
police force. Reeling from the recent death of her husband, and resented by the
police force, city manager, and mayor of Richmond, Hammer is joined by her
deputy chief Virginia West and rookie Andy Brazil on the most difficult
assignment of her career. In the face of overwhelming public scrutiny, the trio
must bring truth, order, and sanity to a city in trouble.
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Patricia Cornwell has a sixth sense about the men and women in blue. In Hornet's Nest, her page-turning
novel about crime and police in Charlotte, North Carolina, Cornwell moved behind the badges of these real-
life heroes to uncover flesh-and-blood characters who strode through her pages to reveal vulnerable,
passionate, brave, sometimes doubting, always fascinating figures.

In Southern Cross, Cornwell takes us even closer to the personal and professional lives of big-city police, in
a story of corruption, scandal, and robberies that escalate to murder. This time, her setting is Richmond,
Virginia, where Charlotte Police Chief Judy Hammer has been brought by an NIJ grant to clean up the police
force. Reeling from the recent death of her husband, and resented by the police force, city manager, and
mayor of Richmond, Hammer is joined by her deputy chief Virginia West and rookie Andy Brazil on the
most difficult assignment of her career. In the face of overwhelming public scrutiny, the trio must bring
truth, order, and sanity to a city in trouble.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In their first appearance (Hornet's Nest, 1997), Chief Judy Hammer, Deputy Virginia West, and reporter-
turned-rookie-cop Andy Brazil battled a serial killer in Charlotte, North Carolina. Now, in Patricia
Cornwell's Southern Cross, the trio are dispatched to Richmond, Virginia--via an NIJ (National Institute of
Justice) grant--to quell the growing gang problem and modernize the beleaguered Richmond PD. They bring
with them a sophisticated computer program for tracking criminal activity and a tried-and-true methodology
for reforming Richmond's men and women in blue. Unfortunately, Hammer, Brazil, and West could not have
been prepared for the resentment they would confront... or the bizarre cast of characters they would find
upon their arrival: Lelia Ehrhart--wealthy (and nosey) chair of the Blue Ribbon Crime Commission--whose
heavy European accent renders her English dangerously hilarious; Butner "Bubba" Flunk IV--tobacco
industry worker, gun collector, and UFO aficionado; Smoke--the sociopathic leader of the Pikes gang; and
Weed Gardener--14-year-old painter turned master graffiti artist.

Unlike Cornwell's usual fare, Southern Cross is driven almost exclusively by an interest in these strange
personalities and their surreal hometown, rather than in fast-paced thrills. The novel becomes a satire on city
politics, Southern culture, the ever-tense relationship between the police and the public, and the struggles of
the average man and woman with computer technology. Cornwell does fall down in a few places. First, her
description of the computer virus that somehow infects police department Web sites from Richmond to New
York seems a bit far-fetched. Also, her narrative, divided among three major characters, loses its focus and
sags at several points. In the end, though, Southern Cross is redeemed by Cornwell's inimitable renderings of
police work and the quotidian life of Richmond's many odd denizens. --Patrick O'Kelley

From Publishers Weekly
It's fortunate that Cornwell has a new Kay Scarpetta thriller (Black Notice) coming out in July, because this
second novel featuring southern police chief Judy Hammer is as disappointing as last year's Hornet's Nest.
The problem is elementary. Cornwell, who writes the Scarpetta novels in a first-person voice that blazes with
passion and authenticity, lacks control over the third-person narration here. The tone is all over the place,
veering from faux-Wambaugh low-jinks to hard-edged suspense, and the plotting is, too. Hammer and her
team of deputy chief Virginia West and greenhorn cop Andy Brazil have moved via a federal grant to
Richmond, Va., in order to set straight that city's policing. If only they could bring order to the narrative,
which twists into an unwieldy welter of subplots. Early on, for instance, Hammer and West misconstrue as
malevolent an overheard phone conversation between a local redneck, Butner (Bubba) Fluck IV, and a coon-
hunting pal. From there Cornwell spins seriocomic descriptions of Bubba at work, Bubba on a hunting trip,
Bubba arguing with a black cop. Among these events and those of other subplots (stymied love between
West and Brazil; sabotage of the cops' Web site; the jailing of a police dispatcher; etc.) runs a more dominant
plotline?the only one in the novel that exerts dramatic force?about a talented boy artist strong-armed into a
gang by a sociopathic teen. There's a lot of broad, often slapstick, social commentary (mostly about class
warfare) larded into all the goings-on. If Cornwell's intention is to reproduce with a snicker the chaos of a big
southern city, she has succeeded all too well. 1 million first printing; Literary Guild, Mystery Guild and
Doubleday Book Club main selections; foreign rights sold in France, Germany, the U.K., Italy and Norway.
(Jan. 11). FYI: In May, Putnam will publish Cornwell's first children's book, Life's Little Fable.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
''Cornwell peels off every layer of this taut society in a careering crime drama that is full of suspense and



excitement and has a shaft of humanity beneath the tough talk and the wisecracks.'' --Good Housekeeping

''Fast moving, gripping and hugely entertaining.'' --Sunday Telegraph (London)

''Patricia Cornwell has switched to Hiaasen's world of black humor and nearly conquers it.'' --San Francisco
Examiner, praise for the author

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take Southern Cross (Andy Brazil) as your daily resource information.

Eleanor Bender:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Southern Cross
(Andy Brazil) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Southern Cross (Andy Brazil)is the main of several books that everyone read now. That book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

John Lopez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Southern Cross (Andy Brazil) can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Arthur Johnson:

Why? Because this Southern Cross (Andy Brazil) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,



entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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