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Although terrorism seems a relatively modern phenomenon, novelist and military
historian Caleb Carr illustrates that it has been a constant of military history. In
ancient times, warring armies raped and slaughtered civilians and gratuitously
destroyed homes and cities; in the Middle Ages, evangelical Muslims and
Christian crusaders spread their faiths by the sword; and in the early modern era,
such celebrated kings as Louis X1V victimized noncombatants for political
purposes.

During the Civil War Americans first engaged in "Total war," the most egregious
of the many euphemisms for the tactics of terror. The forces of the South tried to
systematize this horrifying practice; but it fell to a Union general, William
Tecumseh Sherman, to achieve that dubious goal. Carr recounts Sherman's
declaration of war on every man, woman, and child in the South -- a policy that
brought long-term unrest tot he American South by giving birth to the Ku Klux
Klan.

Carr's exploration of terror revealsits consistently self-defeating nature. Far from
prompting submission, Carr argues, terrorism stiffens enemy resolve: for this
reason above all, terrorism has never achieved -- not will it ever achieve -- long-
term success, however physically destructive and psychologically debilitating it
may become. With commanding authority and the storyteller's gift for which he
isrenowned, Caleb Carr provides acritical historical context for understanding
terrorist actstoday, arguing that terrorism will be eradicated only when it is
perceived as atactic that brings nothing save defeat to its agents.
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Although terrorism seems a relatively modern phenomenon, novelist and military historian Caleb Carr
illustrates that it has been a constant of military history. In ancient times, warring armies raped and
slaughtered civilians and gratuitously destroyed homes and cities; in the Middle Ages, evangelical Muslims
and Christian crusaders spread their faiths by the sword; and in the early modern era, such celebrated kings
as Louis X1V victimized noncombatants for political purposes.

During the Civil War Americans first engaged in "Total war," the most egregious of the many euphemisms
for the tactics of terror. The forces of the South tried to systematize this horrifying practice; but it fell to a
Union general, William Tecumseh Sherman, to achieve that dubious goal. Carr recounts Sherman's
declaration of war on every man, woman, and child in the South -- a policy that brought long-term unrest tot
he American South by giving birth to the Ku Klux Klan.

Carr's exploration of terror reveals its consistently self-defeating nature. Far from prompting submission,
Carr argues, terrorism stiffens enemy resolve: for this reason above all, terrorism has never achieved -- not
will it ever achieve -- long-term success, however physically destructive and psychologically debilitating it
may become. With commanding authority and the storyteller's gift for which heis renowned, Caleb Carr
provides acritical historical context for understanding terrorist acts today, arguing that terrorism will be
eradicated only when it is perceived as a tactic that brings nothing save defeat to its agents.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Novelist and military historian Carr (The Alienist, etc.) penned this brief history of terrorism as a corrective
to the widespread perception spread by ill-informed journalists and politicians that the September 11 attacks
were unique and unprecedented. Carr argues from the start that terrorism must be viewed in terms of
"military history, rather than political science or sociology," and that the refusal to label terrorists as soldiers,
rather than criminals, is amistake. Underlying Carr's argument is the view that a repugnant bloodthirstiness
arises when one civilization, no matter how advanced, encounters another. Accordingly, as Western
civilization spread throughout the 17th and 18th centuries viaimperialism, and Europe's seemingly more
disciplined armies encountered strange peoples such as the Aztecs, Native Americans and south Asian
Indians the wholesale daughter of noncombatants became commonplace. No liberal, Carr zoomsin on the
history of the U.S. and looks at how terror tactics are fundamental to U.S. military efforts. Such tactics, he
shows, were first established in the Civil War, culminated with the firebombing of Germany and Japan
during WWI1, and reappeared later during the Vietnam War. He traces the manner in which politicians and
intellectuals have sought to justify and then curtail attacks on civilians throughout history. Only occasionally
dry or repetitive, this often fascinating, accessible tome skillfully contends that the terrorizing of civilians has
along and controversia history but, as an inferior method, is prone to failure; it is rooted as much in human
nature asit isin the need for military expediency. (On-sale: Jan. 29)

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

To ignore history isto repeat past mistakes. History professors proffer that piece of wisdom as the primary
reason for studying history. Carr, author of the best-selling historical novels The Alienist (1994) and The
Angel of Darkness (1997) and also amilitary historian, certainly supports that maxim in this beautifully
articulated but sobering history of terrorism. Without a doubt, Carr's book needsto be read by aswide an
audience as possible. Looking as far back as ancient Rome and bringing his analysis up to the present, he
does not so much suggest as insist that terrorism is nothing new and that it is not a political or sociological
issue. Terrorism, he argues, is as old as warfare itself, and, indeed, it is warfare, the kind of warfare
"deliberately waged against civilians' to break the enemy's will. Further, Carr presents convincing evidence
that terrorism has never succeeded in its purpose and that it cannot be fought successfully by repaying in
kind or by refusing to recognize its military nature--we must see terrorists as the soldiers they really are.
Why pay such close attention to correctly defining terrorism? Because "there have never been two more vital
and powerful forces at work in the world than international capitalist democracy and fundamental |slam, nor
two forces more capable of physical and cultural destruction." Jolted into reading this book? Good. Brad
Hooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“TheLessonsof Terror isso earnest, so well informed and so outrageous...that almost any reader will find
something to love and something that will make you want to throw the book across the room. It is, in short,
pure Carr.”—Newsweek

“After the deadly attacks against the United States, many Americans now may view Carr’'s earlier arguments
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as prescient and his approach as the only one that has a chance of working. The Lessonsof Terror is
fascinating to read and provocative in the best sense of the word.” —The Christian Science Monitor

“A provocative history of warfare against civilians from Roman times to the present.”—Time
“It crosses palitical boundaries. It offends and provokes, refreshes and energizes.” —Chicago Sun-Times

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Wild:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read abook. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It
has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again.

Todd Crain:

Here thing why this specific The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It has
Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It has Always Failed and Why It Will
Fail Again giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but thereis
no reserve that similar with The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It has
Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again. It givesyou thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against
Civilians: Why It has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Againin e-book can be your choice.

Cindy Knutson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's ook different you can
read abook. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians: Why It
has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again it is extremely good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.



Cheryl Bur nett:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
With the book The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against Civilians. Why It has Always Failed
and Why It Will Fail Again we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life at this book The Lessons of Terror: A History of Warfare Against
Civilians: Why It has Always Failed and Why It Will Fail Again. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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