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This reader-friendly volume contains more than 12,000 famous quotations,
arranged alphabetically by author. It is unique in its focus on American
quotations and its inclusion of items not only from literary and historical sources
but also from popular culture, sports, computers, science, politics, law, and the
social sciences. Anonymously authored items appear in sections devoted to folk
songs, advertising slogans, television catchphrases, proverbs, and others.

For each quotation, a source and first date of use is cited. In many cases, new
research for this book has uncovered an earlier date or a different author than had
previously been understood. (It was Beatrice Kaufman, not Sophie Tucker, who
exclaimed, I ve been poor and I ve been rich. Rich is better! William Tecumseh
Sherman wasn t the originator of War is hell! It was Napoleon.) Numerous
entries are enhanced with annotations to clarify meaning or context for the
reader. These interesting annotations, along with extensive cross-references that
identify related quotations and a large keyword index, will satisfy both the reader
who seeks specific information and the curious browser who appreciates an
amble through entertaining pages.
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This reader-friendly volume contains more than 12,000 famous quotations, arranged alphabetically by
author. It is unique in its focus on American quotations and its inclusion of items not only from literary and
historical sources but also from popular culture, sports, computers, science, politics, law, and the social
sciences. Anonymously authored items appear in sections devoted to folk songs, advertising slogans,
television catchphrases, proverbs, and others.

For each quotation, a source and first date of use is cited. In many cases, new research for this book has
uncovered an earlier date or a different author than had previously been understood. (It was Beatrice
Kaufman, not Sophie Tucker, who exclaimed, I ve been poor and I ve been rich. Rich is better! William
Tecumseh Sherman wasn t the originator of War is hell! It was Napoleon.) Numerous entries are enhanced
with annotations to clarify meaning or context for the reader. These interesting annotations, along with
extensive cross-references that identify related quotations and a large keyword index, will satisfy both the
reader who seeks specific information and the curious browser who appreciates an amble through
entertaining pages.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
To paraphrase Ira Gershwin, "on every [page] that you turn you meet a notable with a statement that is
eminently quotable" in this collection. According to editor Shapiro, this is "the first quotation book to be
compiled using state-of-the-art research methods to seek out quotations and to trace quotation sources." He
compares his approach with that of the Oxford English Dictionary: he, too, traces words back to their earliest
possible usages. Using a variety of electronic sources, such as JSTOR, LexisNexis, ProQuest Historical
Newspapers, andTimes Digital Archive, scores of quotations were verified, and in many cases reverified. The
more than 12,000 quotations collected here span a wide array of subjects, from literature, philosophy, and
history to science, business, and politics.

Quotations are presented alphabetically by the name of the author or speaker. Shakespeare and the Bible, the
mother lodes of quotations, are amply represented, but emphasis is on "modern and American materials."
Children's authors, who are often ignored in other dictionaries, are quoted here. There are a number of
special sections devoted to particular types of quotations, among them advertising slogans, ballads, film
lines, political slogans, and radio and television catchphrases. Song lyrics are entered by the name of the
composer, and film lines appear either under the film title in the special section devoted to movie lines or, if
they originated in a book or play upon which the film was based, under the author of that literary source.
Proverbs span the centuries and often include evidence of a saying's first print appearance. A keyword index,
an essential element of any quotation dictionary, rounds out the text.

Bartlett's Familiar Quotations (17th ed., Little, Brown, 2002) has around 25,000 quotations, and Oxford
Dictionary of Quotations (6th ed., 2004) has more than 20,000. Although the Yale dictionary is smaller,
readers may find it a richer source for familiar names, from Dr. Seuss to Donald Rumsfeld, and for special
categories such as advertising slogans and film lines. Quotation dictionaries are an essential part of the
reference collection, and this one, with its broad scope and meticulous attention to the origins of the material
quoted, will enhance any collection, large or small. Carolyn Mulac
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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"Today I consider myself to be the luckiest man on the face of the earth."
Lou Gehrig
 
"Live fast, die young, and leave a good-looking corpse."
Willard Motley
 
"Whatever does not kill me makes me stronger."
Friedrich Nietzsche
 
"We must love one another or die."
W. H. Auden
 
"Don't ask, don't tell."
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Charles Moskos
 
"Showing up is 80 percent of life."
Woody Allen
 
"What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?"
Langston Hughes
 
"Yes I said yes I will Yes."
James Joyce
 
"You see things; and you say 'Why?' But I dream things that never were; and I say 'Why not?'"
George Bernard Shaw
 
"There is no there there."
Gertrude Stein
 
"In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether
sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex."
Dwight Eisenhower
 

About the Author

Fred R. Shapiro is associate librarian and lecturer in legal research at the Yale Law School. He is a well-
known authority on quotations and the editor of The Oxford Dictionary of American Legal Quotations.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Nguyen:

The book The Yale Book of Quotations can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Yale Book of Quotations? A few of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Yale Book of Quotations has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Leslie Bennett:

This The Yale Book of Quotations tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The explanation of this The Yale Book of Quotations can be one of several great books you must have
is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information



that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Yale Book of Quotations
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Richard Plummer:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Yale Book of Quotations, you may
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Roberta Haile:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to you is The Yale Book of Quotations this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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