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Exploring the design of innovative building enclosure systems (or skins) in
contemporary architecture and their precedents in earlier twentieth century
modern architecture, this book examines the tectonics, the history and the
influence of translucency as a defining characteristic in architecture. Highly
illustrated throughout with drawings and full colour photographs, the book shows
that translucency has been and continues to be a fertile ground for architectural
experimentation.

Each chapter presents a comparative analysis of two primary buildings: a recent
project, paired with a historical precedent, highlighting how architects in
different eras have realized the distinctive effects of translucency. The included
buildings span a variety of program types, ranging from a single-family
residence, to a factory, to a synagogue. Whether it is Pierre Chareau’s glass-lens
curtain wall at the Maison de Verre, Frank Lloyd Wright’s wall of stacked glass
tubes at the Johnson Wax Research Tower, or Peter Zumthor’s use of acid-etched
glass in a double-skin envelope at the Kunsthaus Bregenz, the included projects
each offer an exemplary case study of innovations in materiality and fabrication
techniques.

Today, among many contemporary architects, there is an engagement with new
technologies, new material assemblies, and new priorities such as sustainability
and energy-efficiency. A resurgent interest in translucency as a defining quality
in buildings has been an important part of this recent dialogue and this book
makes essential reading for any architect looking to incorporate aspects of
translucency into their buildings.
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Exploring the design of innovative building enclosure systems (or skins) in contemporary architecture and
their precedents in earlier twentieth century modern architecture, this book examines the tectonics, the
history and the influence of translucency as a defining characteristic in architecture. Highly illustrated
throughout with drawings and full colour photographs, the book shows that translucency has been and
continues to be a fertile ground for architectural experimentation.

Each chapter presents a comparative analysis of two primary buildings: a recent project, paired with a
historical precedent, highlighting how architects in different eras have realized the distinctive effects of
translucency. The included buildings span a variety of program types, ranging from a single-family
residence, to a factory, to a synagogue. Whether it is Pierre Chareau’s glass-lens curtain wall at the Maison
de Verre, Frank Lloyd Wright’s wall of stacked glass tubes at the Johnson Wax Research Tower, or Peter
Zumthor’s use of acid-etched glass in a double-skin envelope at the Kunsthaus Bregenz, the included
projects each offer an exemplary case study of innovations in materiality and fabrication techniques.

Today, among many contemporary architects, there is an engagement with new technologies, new material
assemblies, and new priorities such as sustainability and energy-efficiency. A resurgent interest in
translucency as a defining quality in buildings has been an important part of this recent dialogue and this
book makes essential reading for any architect looking to incorporate aspects of translucency into their
buildings.
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Editorial Review

Review
"By combining modern and contemporary precedents, Murray shows that today's popularity for translucent
surfaces is hardly novel, even if materials allow for a greater range of effects. Murray's solid case studies and
illustrations make a case for other explorations that pick up on trends but delve deeper into histories and
ideas." - John Hill, A Weekly Dose of Architecture

‘…an eye-opening, thought-expanding, beautiful work’ Harvard Magazine, May-June 2013

About the Author

Scott Murray is an architect and Associate Professor of Architecture at the University of Illinois, USA. He
is the author of Contemporary Curtain Wall Architecture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Translucent Building Skins: Material
Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture e-book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
skepticism Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture as
good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Natasha Rich:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary
Architecture will give you a new experience in examining a book.



David Fulton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Translucent Building Skins: Material Innovations in Modern and
Contemporary Architecture was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book you wanted.

Linda Soto:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Translucent Building Skins:
Material Innovations in Modern and Contemporary Architecture.
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