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The late Victorian period witnessed the remarkable revival of magical practice
and belief. Butler examines the individuals, institutions and literature associated
with this revival and demonstrates how Victorian occultism provided an
alternative to the tightening camps of science and religion in a social
environment that nurtured magical beliefs.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Victorian Occultism and the Making of Modern Magic provides a comprehensive account of the historical
roots and philosophical underpinnings of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn. From Freemasonry,
Rosicrucianism, and Egyptian magic, to Victorian innovations and inventions, such as making magic
collaborative and more egalitarian, Butler's study provides a missing chapter in the history of the occult in
the West. I imagine that Butler's Victorian Occultism and the Making of Modern Magic will make a useful
reference for all interested in the Victorian occult and the history of magic in the West for years to come." -
Sarah Willburn, Victorian Studies

"...an important addition to the growing literature on the history of modern magic. As Butler states, 'It is time
to stop apologizing for magic' (x), particularly in the modern period. Her lively synthesis of cultural and
intellectual history serves as a valuable contribution to the validity of that field, while also carving out its
own significant niche within it." - Karl Bell, Journal of British Studies

"Butler's close attention to the thoughts and activities of the Victorian occultists considered strives to conjure
up a bygone moment in history and elicits what meaning it has for us today....The result is a welcome and
insightful addition to the

debate on magic." - Leo Ruickbie, The Pomegranate

About the Author
ALISON BUTLER lecturer at St. Francis Xavier University, Canada, and a social and cultural historian
specializing in nineteenth-century Britain. Her research interests include the history of magic and its
intersection with science and religion. She has published on these topics and has received fellowships from
the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada and the Rothermere Foundation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Victorian Occultism and the Making of
Modern Magic: Invoking Tradition (Palgrave Historical Studies in Witchcraft and Magic) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.



Shannon Blackshear:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Victorian Occultism and the Making of Modern Magic: Invoking Tradition (Palgrave
Historical Studies in Witchcraft and Magic).

Karen Schanz:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Victorian Occultism and the Making of Modern Magic: Invoking Tradition (Palgrave Historical Studies in
Witchcraft and Magic) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those
short extra time problems.

Tammy Robinson:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Victorian Occultism and the Making of
Modern Magic: Invoking Tradition (Palgrave Historical Studies in Witchcraft and Magic) is simple to create
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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