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Since its publication in 1939, countless would-be readers of Finnegans Wake —
James Joyce's masterwork that consumed a third of his life — have given up after
a few pages and dismissed it as a "perverse triumph of the unintelligible." In
1944, a young professor of mythology and literature named Joseph Campbell,
working with Henry Morton Robinson, wrote the first "key" or guide to entering
the fascinating, disturbing, marvelously rich world of Finnegans Wake. The
authors break down Joyce's "unintelligible" book page by page, stripping the text
of much of its obscurity and serving up thoughtful interpretations via footnotes
and bracketed commentary. A Skeleton Key was Campbell's first book,
published five years before he wrote his breakthrough Hero with a Thousand
Faces.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Campbell and Robinson deserve a citation from the Republic of Letters for having succeeded in bringing
out their Skeleton Key at this time....The chance to be among the first to explore the wonders of Finnegans
Wake is one of the few great intellectual and aesthetic treats that these last bad years have yielded.”
— Edmund Wilson, The New Yorker

“Joyce has found in Mr. Campbell and Mr. Robinson the ideal readers who approach his book with piety,
passion, and intelligence, and who have devoted several years to fashioning the key that will open its
treasures.”
— Max Lerner, The New York Times

"The key that will open [Finnegans Wake's] treasures." — The New York Times

About the Author

Perhaps most responsible for bringing mythology to a mass audience, Joseph Campbell’s works rank among
the classics in mythology and literature: Hero with a Thousand Faces, the four-volume The Masks of God,
The Power of Myth with Bill Moyers, and many others. Among his many awards, Campbell received the
National Institute of Arts and Letters Award for Contribution to Creative Literature and the 1985 Medal of
Honor for Literature from the National Arts Club. A past president of the American Society for the Study of
Religion, Campbell was professor emeritus at Sarah Lawrence College in New York until his death in 1987.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noel Stevens:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this A Skeleton Key to Finnegans Wake: Unlocking James Joyce's Masterwork.

Chad Wright:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In your



case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific A Skeleton Key to Finnegans Wake:
Unlocking James Joyce's Masterwork book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Ann Ginsberg:

This A Skeleton Key to Finnegans Wake: Unlocking James Joyce's Masterwork is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this A
Skeleton Key to Finnegans Wake: Unlocking James Joyce's Masterwork can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the A Skeleton Key to Finnegans Wake: Unlocking James Joyce's Masterwork when you
necessary it?
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