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Directing the Documentary, Sixth Edition is the definitive book on the form,
offering time-tested principles to help you master the craft. Ideal for documentary
courses as well as aspiring and established documentary filmmakers, this book
has it all, with in-depth lessons and insider perspectives on every aspect of
preproduction, production, and postproduction. Focusing on the hands-on work
needed to make your concept a reality, this new edition covers it all, from the
fundamental to advanced elements of directing and more. It includes dozens of
projects, practical exercises, and thought-provoking questions, and provides best
practices for researching and honing your documentary idea, developing a crew,
guiding your team, maintaining control throughout the shoot, and much more.

This new edition features:

A two-stage cinematic learning process: camera observation skills, then●

advanced storytelling
Dozens of real-world exercises and case studies to demystify production●

processes and enhance your skills
Easy-to-comprehend guidance in the creative, technical, and artistic aspects of●

directing
Fresh coverage of the latest filmmaking technology●

Expanded sections on grant writing and fundraising, emphasizing proposal and●

pitching skills
A self-assessment of your interviewing skills and expanded coverage of●

narration-writing 
A companion website (www.directingthedocumentary.com) that includes●

handy production checklists and forms, updated projects, exercises, and video
examples 

In Directing the Documentary, Sixth Edition Michael Rabiger combines expert
advice on the storytelling process and technical aspects of documentary
filmmaking with sound commentary on the philosophical underpinnings of the
art, providing the practical and holistic understanding you need to become a
highly-regarded, original, and ethical contributor to the genre.
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Directing the Documentary, Sixth Edition is the definitive book on the form, offering time-tested principles
to help you master the craft. Ideal for documentary courses as well as aspiring and established documentary
filmmakers, this book has it all, with in-depth lessons and insider perspectives on every aspect of
preproduction, production, and postproduction. Focusing on the hands-on work needed to make your concept
a reality, this new edition covers it all, from the fundamental to advanced elements of directing and more. It
includes dozens of projects, practical exercises, and thought-provoking questions, and provides best practices
for researching and honing your documentary idea, developing a crew, guiding your team, maintaining
control throughout the shoot, and much more.

This new edition features:

A two-stage cinematic learning process: camera observation skills, then advanced storytelling●

Dozens of real-world exercises and case studies to demystify production processes and enhance your skills●

Easy-to-comprehend guidance in the creative, technical, and artistic aspects of directing●

Fresh coverage of the latest filmmaking technology●

Expanded sections on grant writing and fundraising, emphasizing proposal and pitching skills●

A self-assessment of your interviewing skills and expanded coverage of narration-writing ●

A companion website (www.directingthedocumentary.com) that includes handy production checklists and●

forms, updated projects, exercises, and video examples 

In Directing the Documentary, Sixth Edition Michael Rabiger combines expert advice on the storytelling
process and technical aspects of documentary filmmaking with sound commentary on the philosophical
underpinnings of the art, providing the practical and holistic understanding you need to become a highly-
regarded, original, and ethical contributor to the genre.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The USC documentary faculty has required this excellent book in all our documentary courses since its 1st
edition. Rabiger has added to his in-depth analysis of the creative and practical implications of documentary
production in this latest edition, with new sections on grant writing, technology, and case studies. The book
is essential for students and it’s also one that every professional documentary filmmaker can constantly refer
to and be inspired by."
- Doe Mayer, Professor, Mary Pickford Chair of Film and Television Production, School of Cinematic Arts,
University of Southern California

"This book is a time-proof classic, a one-of-a kind roadmap to reaching excellence in documentary making
that reads like good, inspiring literature. I have collected and read all of its editions avidly, and can already
see that this new edition will serve as an invaluable companion for any documentary filmmaker."

- Juan Francisco Urrusti, Professor, Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica (Mexico); Documentary
Filmmaker, A Long Journey to Guadalupe

"Rabiger's 'two-stage' approach to documentary filmmaking takes the reader on a comprehensive journey
from concept development to finished documentary and distribution! His sixth edition of Directing the
Documentary is a must-have in any serious documentary filmmaker's library."

- Gene F., Digital Filmmaking Instructor, The Art Institute of CA - Silicon Valley

About the Author

Michael Rabiger began in the cutting rooms of England’s Pinewood and Shepperton Studios, became an
editor and BBC director of documentaries, and then specialized for many years in the US as a production and
aesthetics educator. At Columbia College Chicago he was co-founder then chair of the Film/Video
Department, and founded the Michael Rabiger Center for Documentary. He has directed or edited more than
35 films, given workshops in many countries, and led a multinational European workshop for CILECT.
Additionally, he won the International Documentary Association's Scholarship and Preservation Award,
served as a Fulbright Specialist in South Africa, and is an honorary professor at the University of Buenos
Aires.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Herbert Haubrich:

Here thing why this specific Directing the Documentary (Portuguese and English Edition) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Directing the Documentary (Portuguese and English
Edition) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no



e-book that similar with Directing the Documentary (Portuguese and English Edition). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home
by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Directing
the Documentary (Portuguese and English Edition) in e-book can be your option.

Donald Cauley:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Directing the Documentary
(Portuguese and English Edition), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Bettie Hentges:

The book untitled Directing the Documentary (Portuguese and English Edition) contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice learn.

Laura Crabtree:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Directing the Documentary (Portuguese and English Edition) was filled
with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.
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