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Incorporating cultural and religious contexts, this unique Encyclopedia provides
a vital guide to the main concepts and thinkers in Asian philosophy - starting
with Abhidharma and ending with Zurvan.
The main philosophical trends and thinkers in each geographical area are
featured, with an emphasis on endtemporary developments and movements. The
A-Z structured encyclopedia emphasizes that Asian philosophy is not merely an
ancient form of thought but that it is a living philosophy, with roots in the past,
and also a potent and animate presence today. This translates into the reciprocal
exchange of theories between Eastern and Western thinking, for example of new
schools of thought such as orientalism. Requiring no prior knowledge of
philosophy, religion or Asian cultures, this book is essential reading for students,
teachers and the interested individual who wishes to gain an understanding of the
philosophical basis to Asian cultural systems.
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Incorporating cultural and religious contexts, this unique Encyclopedia provides a vital guide to the main
concepts and thinkers in Asian philosophy - starting with Abhidharma and ending with Zurvan.
The main philosophical trends and thinkers in each geographical area are featured, with an emphasis on
endtemporary developments and movements. The A-Z structured encyclopedia emphasizes that Asian
philosophy is not merely an ancient form of thought but that it is a living philosophy, with roots in the past,
and also a potent and animate presence today. This translates into the reciprocal exchange of theories
between Eastern and Western thinking, for example of new schools of thought such as orientalism. Requiring
no prior knowledge of philosophy, religion or Asian cultures, this book is essential reading for students,
teachers and the interested individual who wishes to gain an understanding of the philosophical basis to
Asian cultural systems.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The reference literature for Asian philosophy is scant, probably because philosophy and religion are viewed
in the West as more inextricably linked in Asian cultures. Many reference works address Asian religious
traditions, but the Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy aims to treat only philosophy, including "religion only
in so far as it relates to philosophy."

Alphabetically arranged entries are signed by the scholars who wrote them and conclude with bibliographies.
They range from ancient times through the twentieth century and include individuals (Gandhi, Mencius),
schools of thought (Kagyu school, Yoga), texts (Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads), and concepts (Free will,
Subject and object). Topics are drawn from the traditions of Buddhism, Confucianism, Hinduism, Islam,
Jainism, Shinto, and Zoroastrianism and cover the geographic areas of China, India, Japan, Korea,
Melanesia, and Tibet. Given their proximity to Asia as well as their experience with indigenous cultures,
there are entries for Australia and New Zealand, too. There is also coverage of Western influence on Asian
philosophy, an example being Western learning in Japan. Extensive cross-referencing and see also
recommendations are used throughout. The encyclopedia begins with a lengthy general bibliography and a
thematic outline of entries by religious tradition and geographic area and ends with separate name and
subject indexes.

Two other sources treat Asian philosophy fairly exclusively. The first is the Companion Encyclopedia of
Asian Philosophy (Routledge, 1997). Its drawback is that it consists of lengthy, thematic essays and not
discrete entries. Key Concepts in Eastern Philosophy (Routledge, 1999) follows a dictionary-like format, but
compared to this new encyclopedia, the entries are fewer in number and shorter in length, with no individuals
treated in separate entries. The Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy is a valuable resource for readers
interested in both Western and Asian philosophy, Asian religions, and Asian culture and civilization and is
recommended for academic and large public libraries. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

'With its concise, simple explanations and useful references, this excellent tool will find an audience in
both public and academic libraries.' - Gale Reference Reviews

About the Author
Oliver Leaman is Professor of Philosophy at University of Kentucky and was a section editor on the multi
volume Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy and contributed to the Companion Encyclopedia of Asian
Philosophy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

This book untitled Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Lynne Silva:

The book Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior
to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Theresa Frost:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead
of. The Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy giving you another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Marilyn Fox:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This publication Encyclopedia of Asian Philosophy was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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