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Everywhere hailed for its emotional intensity and unflagging narrative
momentum, this magnificent novel transports us to the turn of the twentieth
century, to the world of a prominent Boston family summering on the New
Hampshire coast, and to the social orbit of a spirited young woman who falls
into a passionate, illicit affair with an older man, with cataclysmic results.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Hester Prynne never had it so good! The year is 1899, and Olympia Biddeford, the headstrong daughter of a
Boston Brahmin family, has decided to test the limits of her cloistered world. Spending the summer at her
father's New Hampshire estate, the teenage heroine of Fortune's Rocks is entranced with the visiting salon of
artists, writers, and lawyers. She's especially captivated, however, by John Haskell, a charismatic physician
who ministers to the blue-collar community in the nearby mill towns. This middle-aged Good Samaritan
hires Olympia to assist him as a nurse, and their collaboration soon evolves into a fiery love affair. Alas, it's
only a matter of weeks before this passionate exercise in managed care is exposed--with disastrous
consequences for the young, impregnated heroine. Even her adoring father now considers her "an overplump
sixteen-year-old girl whose judgment can no longer be trusted," and insists that she break off her
relationship:

"There is nothing more to be said on this subject," he says. She bites her lip to keep from crying
out further. She holds the arms of her chair so tightly she later will have cramps in her fingers.
She will refuse to obey him, she thinks. She will accept his implied challenge and set off on her
own. But in the next moment, she asks herself: How will she be able to do that? Without her
father's support, she cannot hope to survive. And if she herself does not survive, then a child
cannot live."

In the end, Anita Shreve's seventh novel is a polished, supremely entertaining variation on Wuthering
Heights, with Olympia and Haskell sitting in for Catherine and Heathcliff. The author did some meticulous
research for her New England background, which gives this study of one particular wayward woman some
extra historical heft. Some readers may find the plot twists a bit pat. And despite Olympia's efforts to be an
independent woman, she overcomes her trials largely as a result of her family's wealth and station, which
takes the edge off Shreve's feminist message. Still, Fortune's Rocks is a romance in the classic sense of the
word, and should be enjoyed as such, unless the reader is absolutely allergic to happy endings. --Ted
Leventhal

From Publishers Weekly
The time is the turn of the last century, the setting a rocky New Hampshire coastline resort area nicknamed
"Fortune's Rocks." Olympia Biddeford, age 15, is walking the beach, feeling the first stirrings of her
womanhood. The strong-willed daughter of an upstanding Boston couple, she soon "learns of desire" as she
begins a passionate affair with a married writer, John Haskell, three times her age. From the moment they
meet (he is a visiting friend of her father's), they experience a sexual sparkAOlympia feels "liquid" in his
presence. Soon, they fall into sinful trysting. Shreve (The Pilot's Wife) serves up these opening events with
breathless immediacy. Once the plot gets a chance to developAOlympia gets pregnant, gives up child, fights
to get child backAit settles down considerably, turning into a modernized The Scarlet Letter, a tale of a
woman attaining feminist independence by living outside her period's societal mores. Reading, Brown (of
TV's The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd) clearly has the most fun at the beginning, where the story's real
heat and flushed excitement pours out. Listeners, too, may grow colder as the plot loses its torrid, forbidden
edge. Based on the 1999 Little, Brown hardcover. (Dec.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Since Shreve's last book (The Pilot's Wife) was an Oprah pick, she's sure to have a winner with this one. But



even without Oprah's help, this book is not to be missed. Fortune's Rocks takes Shreve back to her forteAa
literary novel set in a historical framework. It worked beautifully in The Weight of Water, and it does here as
well. As the year 1899 moves toward 1900, Olympia Biddesford is a 15-year-old on the cusp of womanhood.
Spending the summer with her family at Fortune's Rocks, a New Hampshire coastal community, she meets
John Haskell, an esteemed friend of her father. Though John has a wife and four children, he and Olympia
are instant soulmates. Their intense affair creates complete havoc in both of their lives. A few weeks of joy
turn into years of pain and redemption, culminating in a tense, page-turning trial at the end of the book.
Shreve's writing is just complex and meaty enough to portray the time period perfectly, and it's a beautifully
told story. Order multiple copies, and put yourself on the holds list! This will fly off the shelves.
-ABeth Gibbs, P.L. of Charlotte & Mecklenburg Cty., NC
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Kile:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Fortune's Rocks: A Novel book as
this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Mary Ponce:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some
books. One of several books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Fortune's Rocks: A Novel.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Edward Orr:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Fortune's Rocks: A Novel can make you sense more interested to read.



Steven Strong:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Fortune's Rocks: A Novel we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Fortune's Rocks: A Novel. You can more
inviting than now.
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