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Celebrating the Virgin Mary as both an object of religious affection and a focus
of civic pride, artists of fourteenth-century Siena established for their city a
vibrant tradition that continued into the early decades of the next century. Such
celebratory portraits of the Virgin were also common in Siena’s extensive subject
territories, the contado. This richly illustrated book explores late medieval
Sienese art—how it was created, commissioned, and understood by the citizens
of Siena. Examining political, economic, and cultural relations between Siena
and the contado, Diana Norman offers a new understanding of Marian art and its
political function as an expression of civic ideology.

Drawing on extensive unpublished archives, Norman reconstructs the
circumstances surrounding the commission of Marian art in the three most
prestigious locations of fourteenth-century Siena: the cathedral, the Palazzo
Pubblico, and the hospital of Santa Maria della Scala. She analyzes similarly
important commissions in the contado towns of Massa Marittima, Montalcino,
and Montepulciano. Casting new light on such topics as the original site for the
reliquary tomb of Saint Cerbone, patron saint of Massa Marittima, and the
identity of the patrons of the Marian frescoes in the rural hermitage of San
Leonardo al Lago, the author deepens our insight into the origins and meanings
of Sienese art production of the late medieval period.
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Celebrating the Virgin Mary as both an object of religious affection and a focus of civic pride, artists of
fourteenth-century Siena established for their city a vibrant tradition that continued into the early decades of
the next century. Such celebratory portraits of the Virgin were also common in Siena’s extensive subject
territories, the contado. This richly illustrated book explores late medieval Sienese art—how it was created,
commissioned, and understood by the citizens of Siena. Examining political, economic, and cultural relations
between Siena and the contado, Diana Norman offers a new understanding of Marian art and its political
function as an expression of civic ideology.

Drawing on extensive unpublished archives, Norman reconstructs the circumstances surrounding the
commission of Marian art in the three most prestigious locations of fourteenth-century Siena: the cathedral,
the Palazzo Pubblico, and the hospital of Santa Maria della Scala. She analyzes similarly important
commissions in the contado towns of Massa Marittima, Montalcino, and Montepulciano. Casting new light
on such topics as the original site for the reliquary tomb of Saint Cerbone, patron saint of Massa Marittima,
and the identity of the patrons of the Marian frescoes in the rural hermitage of San Leonardo al Lago, the
author deepens our insight into the origins and meanings of Sienese art production of the late medieval
period.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Because the Virgin Mary was adopted by medieval Siena as patron saint and protector of the city, a
significant body of public art with Marian subjects was commissioned from such artists as Pietro and
Ambrogio Lorenzetti, Simone Martini, Lippo Memmi, and Duccio. This volume examines 14th-century
Marian art from Siena and its surrounding territory, emphasizing the artwork's production and use and
incorporating new research into historical records. Aesthetic issues are also discussed, and beautiful
reproductions accompany the text. With its scholarly detail and specialized focus, this book will be of
interest mostly to academic and research collections.AKathryn Wekselman, Univ. of Cincinnati Lib.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Diana Norman is senior lecturer in art history at the Open University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Siena and the Virgin: Art and
Politics in a Late Medieval City State. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Donna Lacher:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Siena and the
Virgin: Art and Politics in a Late Medieval City State suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Siena and the Virgin: Art and Politics in a Late
Medieval City Stateis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know
the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to
see the represented of the world on this book.

Victor Havens:

The book untitled Siena and the Virgin: Art and Politics in a Late Medieval City State contain a lot of



information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice go through.

Manda Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must
know that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
Siena and the Virgin: Art and Politics in a Late Medieval City State.
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