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In the history of the piano, the brief appearance of the mechanical piano's most
sophisticated manifestation, the reproducing piano (not to be confused with the
pianola) is of special interest and importance. Unique among mechanical musical
instruments, the reproducing piano had an incredibly refined capacity to
reproduce the playing of the great pianists who recorded on it. The turn of the
century to 1930 was a period of high activity during which thousands of
performances were produced on the reproducing piano roll and this
groundbreaking two-volume study surveys the work accomplished by the pianists
who recorded their playing for reproducing pianos during this time. Though only
60 years have elapsed since the overnight disappearance of the reproducing
piano, some performances by major artists of the time remain merely as lists in
catalogs. Larry Sitsky has made a very thorough compilation of this rare material
producing for the first time, in as complete a form as possible, the entire
repertoire of classical music available on the reproducing piano roll.

The introduction contains a real treasure-trove of background information on this
rare musical art form and details the technical aspects of the reproducing piano
and of piano roll production as well as types of pianos and their restoration. Fact
filled discussions of the various companies, their catalogs and their problems,
and of the types of music recorded are also included here. With the aid of
Volume I--Composers, the researcher can get a very clear idea of the type and
scope of the repertoire played by the pianists of the time; Volume II--Pianists,
gives the very first complete rollography of all the major (and minor) performers
of the reproducing piano era--a period that was known as the Golden Age of
Pianists.Two separate appendices address Arto rolls and Gershwin's 88-note
rolls. The bibliography lists catalogs and the extent of the reference sources
indicates the mountain of primary material consulted in an effort to make these
volumes as complete as possible. This work is sure to be welcomed not only by
scholars and collectors but also by pianists, lecturers, students, and serious
music-lovers, as complete as possible. The two-volume set is a must for every
library containing a music reference section: university, college, or
conservatorium and is sure to become a standard resource for future researchers
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into this up-to-now neglected field.
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In the history of the piano, the brief appearance of the mechanical piano's most sophisticated manifestation,
the reproducing piano (not to be confused with the pianola) is of special interest and importance. Unique
among mechanical musical instruments, the reproducing piano had an incredibly refined capacity to
reproduce the playing of the great pianists who recorded on it. The turn of the century to 1930 was a period
of high activity during which thousands of performances were produced on the reproducing piano roll and
this groundbreaking two-volume study surveys the work accomplished by the pianists who recorded their
playing for reproducing pianos during this time. Though only 60 years have elapsed since the overnight
disappearance of the reproducing piano, some performances by major artists of the time remain merely as
lists in catalogs. Larry Sitsky has made a very thorough compilation of this rare material producing for the
first time, in as complete a form as possible, the entire repertoire of classical music available on the
reproducing piano roll.

The introduction contains a real treasure-trove of background information on this rare musical art form and
details the technical aspects of the reproducing piano and of piano roll production as well as types of pianos
and their restoration. Fact filled discussions of the various companies, their catalogs and their problems, and
of the types of music recorded are also included here. With the aid of Volume I--Composers, the researcher
can get a very clear idea of the type and scope of the repertoire played by the pianists of the time; Volume II-
-Pianists, gives the very first complete rollography of all the major (and minor) performers of the
reproducing piano era--a period that was known as the Golden Age of Pianists.Two separate appendices
address Arto rolls and Gershwin's 88-note rolls. The bibliography lists catalogs and the extent of the
reference sources indicates the mountain of primary material consulted in an effort to make these volumes as
complete as possible. This work is sure to be welcomed not only by scholars and collectors but also by
pianists, lecturers, students, and serious music-lovers, as complete as possible. The two-volume set is a must
for every library containing a music reference section: university, college, or conservatorium and is sure to
become a standard resource for future researchers into this up-to-now neglected field.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

LARRY SITSKY is Head of the Department of Composition, Canberra School of Music, Canberra,
Australia, and is an internationally known pianist, and active broadcaster, teacher and lecturer. His numerous
articles on music have been appearing regularly since 1974 and his previous book was Busoni and the Piano
(Greenwood Press, 1986). He is currently completing The Unknown Russian Avant-Garde forthcoming from
Greenwood Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Angela Caves:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for your requirements is The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A
Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Trevor Cianciolo:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Classical Reproducing
Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.



After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Classical Reproducing Piano
Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.

Paul Green:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Classical Reproducing Piano
Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and
read it. Beside that the reserve The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set)
can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
these time.
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