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A gripping narrative of New Netherland—a story of global sweep centered on a
wilderness called Manhattan-that transforms our understanding of early
America.

When the British wrested New Amsterdam from the Dutch in 1664, the truth
about its thriving, polyglot society began to disappear into myths about an island
purchased for 24 dollars and a cartoonish peg-legged governor. But the story of
the Dutch colony of New Netherland was merely lost, not destroyed: 12,000
pages of its records—recently declared a national treasure—are now being
translated. Russell Shorto draws on this remarkable archive in The Island at the
Center of the World, which has been hailed by The New York Times as “a book
that will permanently alter the way we regard our collective past.”

The Dutch colony pre-dated the “original” thirteen colonies, yet it seems
strikingly familiar. Its capital was cosmopolitan and multi-ethnic, and its citizens
valued free trade, individual rights, and religious freedom. Their champion was a
progressive, young lawyer named Adriaen van der Donck, who emerges in these
pages as aforgotten American patriot and whose political vision brought him into
conflict with Peter Stuyvesant, the autocratic director of the Dutch colony. The
struggl e between these two strong-willed men laid the foundation for New Y ork
City and helped shape American culture. The Island at the Center of the World
uncovers alost world and offers a surprising new perspective on our own.
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A gripping narrative of New Netherland—a story of global sweep centered on a wilderness called
Manhattan—that transforms our understanding of early America.

When the British wrested New Amsterdam from the Dutch in 1664, the truth about its thriving, polyglot
society began to disappear into myths about an island purchased for 24 dollars and a cartoonish peg-legged
governor. But the story of the Dutch colony of New Netherland was merely lost, not destroyed: 12,000 pages
of its records—recently declared a national treasure—are now being transated. Russall Shorto draws on this
remarkable archivein The Island at the Center of the World, which has been hailed by The New York Times
as “abook that will permanently alter the way we regard our collective past.”

The Dutch colony pre-dated the “original” thirteen colonies, yet it seems strikingly familiar. Its capital was
cosmopolitan and multi-ethnic, and its citizens valued free trade, individual rights, and religious freedom.
Their champion was a progressive, young lawyer named Adriaen van der Donck, who emerges in these
pages as a forgotten American patriot and whose political vision brought him into conflict with Peter
Stuyvesant, the autocratic director of the Dutch colony. The struggle between these two strong-willed men
laid the foundation for New Y ork City and helped shape American culture. The Island at the Center of the
World uncovers alost world and offers a surprising new perspective on our own.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Mining atrove of recently translated 17th-century records of New Netherland, Shorto reconstructs, in
fascinating detail, the little-told story behind the Dutch settlement and its capital, Manhattan. Init, listeners
meet awide cast of characters, from early governors Peter Minuit and Peter Stuyvesant to princes, explorers,
smugglers, settlers, Indians, Puritans, prostitutes and slaves. It's hard to imagine any narrator's voice
remaining fresh and compelling through 15 hours of sweeping historical narrative, but Ganser comes close.
In avoice imbued with robustness, Ganser juggles the delivery not only of characters, but of cultures, eras,
lexicons and the occasionally intrusive persona of the author. These various layers are rendered, for the most
part, in authentic fashion. Shorto's prose, however, can be overwrought and, because the narrative is built on
volumes of oft-arcane legal documents, heis partial to listing, which overwhelms the ear. In addition, with so
dense a narrative terrain, many listeners will lament the audiobook's lack of maps and other illustrations. But
these are mostly minor quibbles when measured against the grand scope of Shorto's fascinating history and
Ganser's admirable performance.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Asthe song goes, "Even Old New Y ork was once New Amsterdam." Unfortunately, for many Americans,
that isthe limit of their knowledge about the Dutch colony that was seized by the English in 1664. Shorto,
author of two previous books and articles published in the New Yorker and the New York Times Magazine,
presents an outstanding and revealing chronicle of the Dutch presence on Manhattan Island. Much of his
research is based on recently trandated Dutch primary sources that have languished in archivesin Albany.
Written in elegant prose, this enthralling story provides origina perspectives on several historical figures,
including Henry Hudson, Peter Minuit, and Peter Stuyvesant. Shorto also highlights the contributions of
Andriaen van der Donck, an energetic, charismatic man who played an integral part in creating a dynamic,
diverse, and tolerant society that appears refreshing when compared to the neighboring Puritan-dominated
colony in Massachusetts. Thisisan important work. Jay Freeman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Astonishing . . . A book that will permanently alter the way we regard our collective past." --The New York

Times

“A tour deforce. . . . The dramatic story of New York’s originsis splendidly told. . . . A masterpiece of
storytelling and first-rate intellectual history.” --The Wall Street Journal

“As readable as afinely written novel. . . . social history in the Barbara Tuchman tradition.” --San Jose
Mercury News

“Literary alchemy. . . . Shorto's exhaustively researched and highly readable book isastirring re-
examination. . . . Brilliant and magisterial narrative history” —Chicago Tribune

“Masterly . . . A new foundation myth . . .Shorto writes at all timeswith passion, verve, nuance and
considerable humor.” —The New York Times Book Review

“Rattlingly well told-aterrific popular history about a past that beautifully illuminates the present.” —The


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Sunday Times [London]

“A dramatic, kaleidoscopic and, on the whole, quite wonderful book. . . . Thisis one of those rare booksin
the picked-over field of colonia history, awhole new picture, athrown-open window. . . . [A] full-blooded
resurrection of an unfamiliar American patriot.” —The New York Observer

“Deservesto be abestseller . . .narratively irresistible, intellectually provocative, historicaly invauable’
—The Guardian

“A spry, informative history. . . . Shorto supplies lucid, comprehensive contexts in which to see the colony’s
promise and turmoail. . . . [D]elivers the goods with clarity, color and zest.” —The Seattle Times

“As Russell Shorto demonstrates in this mesmerizing volume, the story we don’'t know is even more
fascinating than the onewe do . . .Historians must now seriously rethink ...

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arthur West:

The book The Island at the Center of the World will bring you to the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to elucidate theideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book The Island at the Center of the World is much recommended to you to study.
Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lois Silvey:

The reason why? Because this The Idland at the Center of the World is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it isgood for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Theo Garcia:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be study. The Island at the Center of the World can be your answer because it can beread by a
person who have those short spare time problems.



Richard Manning:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading is very
important and book asto be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them is The Island at the Center of the World.
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