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DAY ONE: THE NAME OF THE WIND
 
My name is Kvothe.
 
I have stolen princesses back from sleeping barrow kings. I burned down the
town of Trebon. I have spent the night with Felurian and left with both my sanity
and my life. I was expelled from the University at a younger age than most
people are allowed in. I tread paths by moonlight that others fear to speak of
during day. I have talked to Gods, loved women, and written songs that make the
minstrels weep.
 
You may have heard of me.
 
So begins a tale unequaled in fantasy literature—the story of a hero told in his
own voice. It is a tale of sorrow, a tale of survival, a tale of one man’s search for
meaning in his universe, and how that search, and the indomitable will that drove
it, gave birth to a legend.  

 
Praise for The Kingkiller Chronicle:
 
“The best epic fantasy I read last year.... He’s bloody good, this Rothfuss guy.”
—George R. R. Martin, New York Times-bestselling author of A Song of Ice
and Fire
 
“Rothfuss has real talent, and his tale of Kvothe is deep and intricate and
wondrous.” 
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—Terry Brooks, New York Times-bestselling author of Shannara
 
"It is a rare and great pleasure to find a fantasist writing...with true music in the
words."
—Ursula K. Le Guin, award-winning author of Earthsea
 
"The characters are real and the magic is true.” 
—Robin Hobb, New York Times-bestselling author of Assassin’s Apprentice
 
"Masterful.... There is a beauty to Pat's writing that defies description." 
—Brandon Sanderson, New York Times-bestselling author of Mistborn
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Amazon.com's Best of the Year...So Far Pick for 2007: Harry Potter fans craving a new mind-blowing
series should look no further than The Name of the Wind--the first book in a trilogy about an orphan boy who
becomes a legend. Full of music, magic, love, and loss, Patrick Rothfuss's vivid and engaging debut fantasy
knocked our socks off. --Daphne Durham

 

10 Second Interview: A Few Words with Patrick Rothfuss

 Q: Were you always a fan of fantasy novels?
A: Always. My first non-picture books were the Narnia Chronicles. After that my
mom gave me Ihe Hobbit and Dragonriders. I grew up reading about every fantasy
and sci-fi book I could find. I used to go to the local bookstore and look at the
paperbacks on the shelf. I read non-fantasy stuff too, of course. But fantasy is where
my heart lies. Wait... Should that be "where my heart lays?" I always screw that up.

Q: Who are some of your favorite authors? Favorite books?
A: Hmmm.... How about I post that up as a list?

Q: What are you reading now?
A: Right now I'm reading Capacity, by Tony Balantyne. He was nominated for the Philip K Dick award this
last year. I heard him read a piece of the first novel, Recursion, out at Norwescon. I picked it up and got
pulled right in. Capacity is the second book in the series. Good writing and cool ideas. Everything I've like
best.

Q: How did Kvothe's story come to you? Did you always plan on a trilogy?
A: This story started with Kvothe's character. I knew it was going to be about him from the very beginning.
In some ways it's the simplest story possible: it's the story of a man's life. It's the myth of the Hero seen from
backstage. It's about the exploration and revelation of a world, but it's also about Kvothe's desire to uncover
the truth hidden underneath the stories in his world. The story is a lot of things, I guess. As you can tell, I'm
not very good at describing it. I always tell people, "If I could sum it up in 50 words, I wouldn't have needed
to write a whole novel about it." I didn't plan it as a trilogy though. I just wrote it and it got to be so long that
it had to be broken up into pieces. There were three natural breaking points in the story.... Hence the Trilogy.

Q: What is next for our hero?
A: Hmm..... I don't really believe in spoilers. But I think it's safe to say that Kvothe grows up a little in the
second book. He learns more about magic. He learns how to fight, gets tangled up in some court politics, and
starts to figure unravel some of the mysteries of romance and relationships, which is really just magic of a
different kind, in a way.
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See more recommendations (with comments) from Patrick Rothfuss

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. The originality of Rothfuss's outstanding debut fantasy, the first of a trilogy, lies less in its
unnamed imaginary world than in its precise execution. Kvothe ("pronounced nearly the same as 'Quothe' "),
the hero and villain of a thousand tales who's presumed dead, lives as the simple proprietor of the Waystone
Inn under an assumed name. Prompted by a biographer called Chronicler who realizes his true identity,
Kvothe starts to tell his life story. From his upbringing as an actor in his family's traveling troupe of
magicians, jugglers and jesters, the Edema Ruh, to feral child on the streets of the vast port city of Tarbean,
then his education at "the University," Kvothe is driven by twin imperatives—his desire to learn the higher
magic of naming and his need to discover as much as possible about the Chandrian, the demons of legend
who murdered his family. As absorbing on a second reading as it is on the first, this is the type of assured,
rich first novel most writers can only dream of producing. The fantasy world has a new star. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Fantasy readers-a notoriously discerning group-tend to dole out praise judiciously, which makes the
reception of The Name of the Wind, the first volume in Patrick Rothfuss's The Kingkiller Chronicle, that
much more remarkable. Critics are already throwing around comparisons to some of the biggest names in
fantasy, including George R. R. Martin, Tad Williams, the recently deceased Robert Jordan, and even
Tolkien. They praise Rothfuss's fresh take on the genre's conventions, particularly a shifting narrative that
keeps the action moving. At nearly 700 pages, The Name of the Wind isn't meant to be knocked off in a
weekend. But readers who pick up Rothfuss now-and, according to critics, that won't be a small number-can
say they knew him back when.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corrina Sutton:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you
do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just their
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can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this The Name of the Wind to read.

Kevin Vargas:

Here thing why that The Name of the Wind are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. The Name of the Wind giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no publication that similar with The Name of the Wind. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in
your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the
form of The Name of the Wind in e-book can be your choice.

Heather Stewart:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Name of the Wind as your daily resource
information.

John Davis:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Name of the Wind, you
could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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