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W. E. B. Du Bois was a public intellectual, sociologist, and activist on behalf of
the African American community. He profoundly shaped black political culture
in the United States through his founding role in the NAACP, as well as
internationally through the Pan-African movement. Du Bois's sociological and
historical research on African-American communities and culture broke ground
in many areas, including the history of the post-Civil War Reconstruction period.
Du Bois was also a prolific author of novels, autobiographical accounts,
innumerable editorials and journalistic pieces, and several works of history.

Du Bois called his epic Black Flame trilogy a fiction of interpretation. It acts as a
representative biography of African American history by following one man,
Manuel Mansart, from his birth in 1876 until his death. The Black Flame
attempts to use this historical fiction of interpretation to recast and revisit the
African American experience. Readers will appreciate The Black Flame trilogy
as a clear articulation of Du Bois's perspective at the end of his life.

The first book in this profound trilogy, The Ordeal of Mansart, chronicles
Mansart's early life during the time of Reconstruction through his involvement in
black education in Atlanta. Written with lyrical, vivid prose and with accurate
historical context, The Ordeal of Mansart offers readers a peek into African
American life and struggle through the lens of Mansart's humble life. With a
series introduction by editor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and an introduction by Brent
Hayes Edwards, this edition is essential for anyone interested in African
American literature.
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W. E. B. Du Bois was a public intellectual, sociologist, and activist on behalf of the African American
community. He profoundly shaped black political culture in the United States through his founding role in
the NAACP, as well as internationally through the Pan-African movement. Du Bois's sociological and
historical research on African-American communities and culture broke ground in many areas, including the
history of the post-Civil War Reconstruction period. Du Bois was also a prolific author of novels,
autobiographical accounts, innumerable editorials and journalistic pieces, and several works of history.

Du Bois called his epic Black Flame trilogy a fiction of interpretation. It acts as a representative biography of
African American history by following one man, Manuel Mansart, from his birth in 1876 until his death. The
Black Flame attempts to use this historical fiction of interpretation to recast and revisit the African American
experience. Readers will appreciate The Black Flame trilogy as a clear articulation of Du Bois's perspective
at the end of his life.

The first book in this profound trilogy, The Ordeal of Mansart, chronicles Mansart's early life during the
time of Reconstruction through his involvement in black education in Atlanta. Written with lyrical, vivid
prose and with accurate historical context, The Ordeal of Mansart offers readers a peek into African
American life and struggle through the lens of Mansart's humble life. With a series introduction by editor
Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and an introduction by Brent Hayes Edwards, this edition is essential for anyone
interested in African American literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This set represents an invaluable assembly of the works of the pioneering African American scholar,
activist, and creative genius....The introductions to the individual volumes are written by such distinguished
scholars as to make those writings indispensable treasures in their own right. Recommended for all public
libraries and essential for every academic institution."--Library Journal (starred review)

"This set is a valuable contribution to African-American scholarship. It has the potential to introduce a new
readership to the scope and breadth of a unique and seminal thinker. The works included can provide a more
comprehensive understanding of the issues now facing contemporary Americans....[A] breathtaking
collection."--School Library Journal

"The general introduction and the introductions to each of Du Bois's works form a valuable opus in their own
right, as they convey the author's political and social theories and indicate the richness and development of
his ideas....The realities of slavery, racism, and segregation in the United States are always at the forefront,
making these works (many of them out-of-print) continually pertinent and forceful reading....This set will be
an essential addition to public and college libraries."--Reference and Research Book News

"This set will be vital to all large university libraries with collections in African American history and
American literature."--American Reference Books Annual

About the Author

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., is the Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and Director of the W. E. B. Du Bois
Institute for African and African American Research at Harvard University. He has edited several major
reference works, including Dictionary of African Biography, African American Lives, Africana, and African
American National Biography. In addition, he is Editor in Chief of the Oxford African American Studies
Center (www.oxfordaasc.com).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irving Gaston:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,



you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed The Ordeal of
Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois): The Black Flame Trilogy: Book One, The Ordeal of Mansart (The
Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Janice Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois):
The Black Flame Trilogy: Book One, The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois) ended up being
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois): The Black
Flame Trilogy: Book One, The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois) is not only giving you
much more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Ordeal of
Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois): The Black Flame Trilogy: Book One, The Ordeal of Mansart (The
Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois). You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Orville Hightower:

The particular book The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois): The Black Flame Trilogy: Book
One, The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Donald Edmond:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois): The Black Flame Trilogy: Book
One, The Ordeal of Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book The Ordeal of
Mansart (The Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois): The Black Flame Trilogy: Book One, The Ordeal of Mansart (The
Oxford W. E. B. Du Bois). You can more inviting than now.
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