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State immunity, the idea that a state, including its individual organs, officials and
other emanations, may not be proceeded against in the courts of another state in
certain instances, has long been and remains a source of international
controversy. Although customary international law no longer recognizes the
absolute immunity of states from foreign judicial process, the evolution of the
contemporary notion of restrictive state immunity over the past fifty years has
been an uncoordinated and contested process, leading to disputes between states.
The adoption, in 2004, of the United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional
Immunities of States and Their Property has significantly contributed to reaching
consensus among states on this fundamental question of international law.

This book provides article-by-article commentary on the text of the Convention,
complemented by a small number of cross-cutting chapters highlighting general
issues beyond the scope of any single provision, such as the theoretical
underpinnings of state immunity, the distinction between immunity from suit and
immunity from execution, the process leading to the adoption of the Convention,
and the general understanding that the Convention does not extend to criminal
matters. It presents a systematic analysis of the Convention, taking into account
its drafting history, relevant state practice (including the considerable number of
national statutes and judicial decisions on state immunity), and any international
judicial or arbitral decisions on point.
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State immunity, the idea that a state, including its individual organs, officials and other emanations, may not
be proceeded against in the courts of another state in certain instances, has long been and remains a source of
international controversy. Although customary international law no longer recognizes the absolute immunity
of states from foreign judicial process, the evolution of the contemporary notion of restrictive state immunity
over the past fifty years has been an uncoordinated and contested process, leading to disputes between states.
The adoption, in 2004, of the United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their
Property has significantly contributed to reaching consensus among states on this fundamental question of
international law.

This book provides article-by-article commentary on the text of the Convention, complemented by a small
number of cross-cutting chapters highlighting general issues beyond the scope of any single provision, such
as the theoretical underpinnings of state immunity, the distinction between immunity from suit and immunity
from execution, the process leading to the adoption of the Convention, and the general understanding that the
Convention does not extend to criminal matters. It presents a systematic analysis of the Convention, taking
into account its drafting history, relevant state practice (including the considerable number of national
statutes and judicial decisions on state immunity), and any international judicial or arbitral decisions on
point.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Commentary edited by O'Keefe and Tams represents a useful tool in offering a quick response to the
queries that an interpretation of the provisions might raise. The propos that The Commentary aims to clarify
and not complicate the issues is maintained and the book constitutes a valuable contribution for scholars and
practitioners. Natalino Ronzitti, Italian Yearbook of International Law

About the Author

Roger O'Keefe is a Senior Lecturer in Law and the Deputy Director of the Lauterpacht Centre for
International Law at the University of Cambridge, as well as a Fellow and College Lecturer in Law at
Magdalene College, Cambridge. He is the author of The Protection of Cultural Property in Armed Conflict
(CUP, 2006) as well as of several articles on the immunities of states.

Christian J. Tams is Professor of International Law at the University of Glasgow (U.K.). He is a qualified
lawyer in Germany (admitted 2005) and holds LL.M. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of Cambridge.
His research in international law focuses on investment protection, the role of international courts and
tribunals, and the law of State responsibility. In addition to his academic work, he has advised states in
proceedings before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea (ITLOS). He is a member of the German Court of Arbitration for Sports and of the ILA Committee on
the Use of Force, and has held visiting appointments at universities in China, France and Lithuania. He is an
editor of, inter alia, The Convention on the Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property: A
Commentary and The Development of International Law by the International Court of Justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lenora Hungate:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The United
Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property: A Commentary (Oxford
Commentaries on International Law), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Juan McCain:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot



of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually The United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property: A
Commentary (Oxford Commentaries on International Law).

Jennifer Witherspoon:

The book untitled The United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property:
A Commentary (Oxford Commentaries on International Law) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Sylvia Alexander:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the book The United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional
Immunities of States and Their Property: A Commentary (Oxford Commentaries on International Law) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside
that the publication The United Nations Convention on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their
Property: A Commentary (Oxford Commentaries on International Law) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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