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"Vampires. Why do we care? In these pages you will find what is very simply, the
most literate, imaginative, and just plain fascinating answer to that question ever
written." AWhitley Strieber

In aculture that does not do death particularly well, we are obsessed with
mortality. Margot Adler writes, "Vampires let us play with death and the issue of
mortality. They let us ponder what it would mean to be truly long lived. Would
the long view allow usto see the world differently, imagine social structures
differently? Would it increase or decrease our reverence for the planet? Vampires
allow usto ask questions we usually bury."

As Adler, alongtime NPR correspondent and question asker, sat vigil at her
dying husband's bedside, she found herself newly drawn to vampire novels and
their explorations of mortality. Over the next four years--by now she has read
more than 270 vampire novels, from teen to adult, from gothic to modern, from
detective to comic--she began to see just how each era creates the vampires it
needs. Dracula, an Eastern European monster, was the perfect vehicle for 19th-
century England's fear of outsiders and of disease seeping in through its large
ports. In 1960s America, Dark Shadows gave us the morally conflicted vampire
struggling against his own predatory nature, who still enthralls us today. Think
Spike and Angedl, Stefan and Damon, Bill and Eric, the Cullens.

Vampires Are Us explores the issues of power, politics, morality, identity, and
even the fate of the planet that show up in vampire novels today. Perhaps, Adler
suggests, our blood is ail, perhaps our prey is the planet. Perhaps vampires are us.
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"Vampires. Why do we care? In these pages you will find what is very simply, the most literate, imaginative,
and just plain fascinating answer to that question ever written." ‘AVhitley Strieber

In aculture that does not do death particularly well, we are obsessed with mortality. Margot Adler writes,
"Vampires let us play with death and the issue of mortality. They let us ponder what it would mean to be
truly long lived. Would the long view allow usto see the world differently, imagine social structures
differently? Would it increase or decrease our reverence for the planet? Vampires allow us to ask questions
we usually bury."

AsAdler, alongtime NPR correspondent and question asker, sat vigil at her dying husband's bedside, she
found herself newly drawn to vampire novels and their explorations of mortality. Over the next four years--
by now she has read more than 270 vampire novels, from teen to adult, from gothic to modern, from
detective to comic--she began to see just how each era creates the vampiresit needs. Dracula, an Eastern
European monster, was the perfect vehicle for 19th-century England's fear of outsiders and of disease
seeping in through its large ports. In 1960s America, Dark Shadows gave us the morally conflicted vampire
struggling against his own predatory nature, who still enthralls us today. Think Spike and Angel, Stefan and
Damon, Bill and Eric, the Cullens.

Vampires Are Us explores the issues of power, politics, morality, identity, and even the fate of the planet
that show up in vampire novels today. Perhaps, Adler suggests, our blood is oil, perhaps our prey isthe
planet. Perhaps vampires are us.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Insightful and compelling...as atool for understanding the drift of human culture over the last two
centuries. The ever-morphing vampire, powerful and at the same time significantly flawed, invites usto
reflect on our own life as we seek control, community, and some sense of self-worth." -J. Gordon Melton,
Distinguished Professor of American Religious History, Baylor University

"Margot Adler's new book doeswhat | most appreciate in a piece of writing: it makes me look at the world
differently. Vampires became alensto help us examine our attitudes toward sex, death, and how we are
sucking the life-blood out of the earth. She explores her personal fascination and our cultural obsession with
vampires with humor, insight, and great emotional honesty. An illuminating and fascinating work!"
-Starhawk, author of The Spiral Dance and The Fifth Sacred Thing

"Reading this was pure pleasure. First ratel" -Whitley Strieber

About the Author

Margot Adler had been involved with Earth-based spirituality, Wicca, and Paganism since 1972. She was
the author of Drawing Down the Moon, the classic study of Paganism and Goddess Spirituality, aswell as
Heretic's Heart: A Journey Through Spirit and Revolution. In her mundane life, she was a 35-year veteran
correspondent for NPR whose pieces regularly air on All Things Considered, Morning Edition, and Weekend
Edition. She passed away in 2014. www.margotadler.com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin House:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Vampires Are Us: Understanding Our Love
Affair with the Immortal Dark Side, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want
to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Thomas Jones:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usualy prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Vampires Are Us. Understanding Our
Love Affair with the Immortal Dark Side that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for every



you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Vampires Are Us:
Understanding Our Love Affair with the Immortal Dark Side become your own personal starter.

Gerald Rountree;

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Vampires Are Us:
Understanding Our Love Affair with the Immortal Dark Side which isfinding the e-book version. So, try
out this book? L et's notice.

Janelle Ramirez:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Vampires Are Us: Understanding Our Love Affair with
the Immortal Dark Side was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Vampires
Are Us: Understanding Our Love Affair with the Immortal Dark Side has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So, not at al of book are usually make you bored, any it offersyou feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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