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Gary Soto writes that when he was five "what I knew best was at ground level."
In this lively collection of short essays, Soto takes his reader to a ground-level
perspective, resreating in vivid detail the sights, sounds, smells, and textures he
knew growing up in his Fresno, California, neighborhood. The "things" of his
boyhood tie it all together: his Buddha "splotched with gold," the taps of his
shoes and the "engines of sparks that lived beneath my soles," his worn tennies
smelling of "summer grass, asphalt, the moist sock breathing the defeat of
basesall." The child's world is made up of small things--small, very important
things.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
About this collection of 39 sensitive essays and short stories, PW said, "Soto the realist does not neglect his
boyhood mischief, and his sly sense of humor is exercised throughout." Ages 12-up.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“Deceptively simplistic and quietly powerful sketches from a gifted poet and storyteller.”—Booklist

“Soto the realist does not neglect his boyhood mischief, and his sly sense of humor is exercised
throughout.”—Publishers Weekly

From the Publisher
Gary Soto writes that when he was five "what I knew best was at ground level." In this lively collection of
short essays, Soto takes his reader to a ground-level perspective, resreating in vivid detail the sights, sounds,
smells, and textures he knew growing up in his Fresno, California, neighborhood. The "things" of his
boyhood tie it all together: his Buddha "splotched with gold," the taps of his shoes and the "engines of sparks
that lived beneath my soles," his worn tennies smelling of "summer grass, asphalt, the moist sock breathing
the defeat of basesall." The child's world is made up of small things--small, very important things.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paula Mendoza:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual A
Summer Life (Laurel-Leaf Books) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Adela Valenti:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Summer Life (Laurel-
Leaf Books), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.



Nona Smith:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely A Summer Life (Laurel-Leaf Books). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Patricia Ramirez:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this A Summer Life (Laurel-Leaf Books) can make you sense more interested to read.
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