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150 years of American photography come alive in this exciting new book,
placing it in its cultural context for the first time. Orvell examines this fascinating
subject through a wide range of well known and less-well known images. He
ranges from portraiture and landscape photography, family albums and memory,
and analyses the particularly 'American' way in which American photographers
have viewed the world around them.

Orvell combines a clear overview of the changing nature of photographic
thinking and practice in this period with an exploration of key concepts. The
result is the first coherent history of American photography, which examines
issues such as the nature of photographic exploitation, experimental techniques,
the power of the photograph to shock, and whether we should subscribe to the
notion of a visual history.
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150 years of American photography come alive in this exciting new book, placing it in its cultural context for
the first time. Orvell examines this fascinating subject through a wide range of well known and less-well
known images. He ranges from portraiture and landscape photography, family albums and memory, and
analyses the particularly 'American' way in which American photographers have viewed the world around
them.

Orvell combines a clear overview of the changing nature of photographic thinking and practice in this period
with an exploration of key concepts. The result is the first coherent history of American photography, which
examines issues such as the nature of photographic exploitation, experimental techniques, the power of the
photograph to shock, and whether we should subscribe to the notion of a visual history.
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Editorial Review

Review
`The first coherent national treatment of American photography, its scope extends beyond previous histories.
Orvell offers convincing justification for American photography in the technological, self-fashioning,
realistic and democratic idiosyncrasies of both medium and nation.' Journal of American Studies

`Coverage is remarkably comprehensive ... The research apparatus of the book is excellent ... The prose is
clear and engaging and at points compelling ... From his [Orvell's] best chapter on photography and society
emerges a voice which is not simply descriptive but urgent.' Journal of American Studies

`consistently readable and frequently stimulating' Burlington Magazine

`A fine introduction, and stimulating to readers already familiar with the riches of American camera work'
Professor Mick Gidley, University of Leeds. 01/06/2002

`What a terrific book!...Rich references to literature, history, art, and popular culture make this story come
alive.' Mary Panzer, Author of Matthew Brady and the Image of History, and former curator of photographs
for the Smithsonian Institution's National Portrait Gallery. 22/07/02

About the Author

Miles Orvell is Professor of English and American Studies, with a broad interest in modern American
culture, at Temple University. His other publications include 'The Real Thing: Imitation and Authenticity in
American Culture 1880-1940', which was co-winner of the American Studies Association's John Hope
Franklin Prize, and his essays and reviews have appeared in many journals, such as American Art and
History of Photography. He is also the Senior Editor of the Encyclopedia of American Studies, and is the
Director of American Studies program at Temple.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this American Photography (Oxford History of Art).

David Lussier:

Here thing why this specific American Photography (Oxford History of Art) are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the



content is as yummy as food or not. American Photography (Oxford History of Art) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with
American Photography (Oxford History of Art). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of American Photography (Oxford History
of Art) in e-book can be your choice.

John Pierre:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How people have
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this American Photography
(Oxford History of Art) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Maria Hughes:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually American Photography (Oxford
History of Art).
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