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Challenging the view that the fifteenth century was the "Drab Age" of English
literary history, Seth Lerer seeks to recover the late-medieval literary system that
defined the canon of Chaucer's work and the canonical approaches to its
understanding. Lerer shows how the poets, scribes, and printers of the period
constructed Chaucer as the "poet laureate" and "father" of English verse. Chaucer
appears throughout the fifteenth century as an adviser to kings and master of
technique, and Lerer reveals the patterns of subjection, childishness, and inability
that characterize the stance of Chaucer's imitators and his readers. In figures from
the Canterbury Tales such as the abused Clerk, the boyish Squire, and the
infantilized narrator of the "Tale of Sir Thopas," in the excuse-ridden narrator of
Troilus and Criseyde, and in Chaucer's cursed Adam Scriveyn, the poet's
inheritors found their oppressed personae. Through close readings of poetry from
Lydgate to Skelton, detailed analysis of manuscript anthologies and early printed
books, and inquiries into the political environments and the social contexts of
bookmaking, Lerer charts the construction of a Chaucer unassailable in rhetorical
prowess and political sanction, a Chaucer aureate and laureate.
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Editorial Review

From Scientific American
An excellent book on the reception of Chaucer's writings in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. His
central claim is `that Chaucer as author, as "laureate," and as "father" of English poetryis a construction of
his later fifteenth century scribes, readers, and poetic imitators.' This claim is pursued with great energy and
erudition, and with a subtlety and versatility of argumentative maneuver that make the book very readable as
well as enormously rich in suggestion.

Review
Winner of the 1995 Beatrice White Award, English Association

"A brilliant reassessment of the Chaucerian tradition during the fifteenth century. . . . Described as `a book
about endings,' in which Chaucer's envoy is construed as the dominant trope in later moments of dedication,
closure, and subjection to readerly correction, it is really a book about beginnings--new ways to discuss
literary history, the influence of tradition, and the cultural status of the author."--John M. Bowers, Medium
Ævum

"An excellent book on the reception of Chaucer's writings in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries.
[Lerer's argument] is pursued with great energy and erudition, and with a subtlety and versatility of
argumentative maneuver that make the book very readable as well as enormously rich in
suggestion."--Yearbook of English Studies

From the Back Cover
Challenging the view that the fifteenth century was the "Drab Age" of English literary history, Seth Lerer
seeks to recover the late-medieval literary system that defined the canon of Chaucer's work and the canonical
approaches to its understanding. Lerer shows how the poets, scribes, and printers of the period constructed
Chaucer as the "poet laureate" and "father" of English verse. Chaucer appears throughout the fifteenth
century as an adviser to kings and master of technique, and Lerer reveals the patterns of subjection,
childishness, and inability that characterize the stance of Chaucer's imitators and his readers. In figures from
the Canterbury Tales such as the abused Clerk, the boyish Squire, and the infantilized narrator of the "Tale of
Sir Thopas", in the excuse-ridden narrator of Troilus and Criseyde, and in Chaucer's cursed Adam Scriveyn,
the poet's inheritors found their oppressed personae. Through close readings of poetry from Lydgate to
Skelton, detailed analysis of manuscript anthologies and early printed books, and inquiries into the political
environments and the social contexts of bookmaking, Lerer charts the construction of a Chaucer unassailable
in rhetorical prowess and political sanction, a Chaucer aureate and laureate.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

Here thing why this particular Chaucer and His Readers are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Chaucer and His Readers giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with Chaucer and His Readers. It gives you thrill



looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home
by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Chaucer and His
Readers in e-book can be your substitute.

David Veal:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Chaucer and His Readers can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Dominick Tran:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Chaucer and His Readers was vibrant and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Chaucer and His Readers has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Michael Mitchell:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Chaucer and His Readers to make
your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Chaucer and His
Readers can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their
time.
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